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This curriculum guide provides students and parents with details of the courses on 
offer in the Middle Years at the St Kilda Road campus of Wesley College, Melbourne 
in 2012. 
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Vision Statement 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE 
 
 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 

A world class coeducational independent school 
 

developing the whole person 
 

through 
 

 timeless principles of learning – 
 

to know 
 
to do 
 
to live with 
 
to be  

 
with innovation and wisdom. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

adapted from UNESCO 
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Core Values Statement 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE 
 
 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 

A world class coeducational independent school 
 

whose distinctive ethos 
 

values 
 

• The individual talents and worth of each in its community 
 
• An open entry policy and achievement of personal best in all areas 
 
• A diverse, balanced curriculum, enabling students to excel academically 
 
• Openness and creativity 
 
• Care for the emotional and social well-being of everyone in its community 
 
• A broad understanding of human and cultural diversity, nurturing commitment to 

social justice 
 
• Spirituality, embracing Christianity and other faiths 
 
• Its history and traditions 
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Learning In The Middle Years 
The middle years can be a significant phase of personal, social and intellectual 
growth. It is a time when students shape and develop understanding of their identities, 
build relationships in the immediate community of their peers and find their place in 
the wider world. Along with an increasing sense of independence as learners and as 
young people, they are beginning to develop an awareness of their responsibility 
towards others. 
 
Relationships with peers and with teachers become increasingly important for 
learning during these years. These attributes of the adolescent years are best engaged 
by pedagogical strategies that emphasise individual exploration, collaboration and 
group work. At the same time, increasing independence means that students also learn 
to take on individual challenges and delight in extending their skills and their 
thinking. 
 
The Wesley College middle years curriculum provides opportunities for adolescents 
to learn and grow in ways that acknowledge and respect this special phase in their 
development. It is underpinned by the four timeless pillars of learning: to know, to do, 

live with and to be, and is aimed at encouraging students to live the school motto: 
pere Aude - “Dare to be wise”. 

 
em ral 

 

to 
Sa
 

 

In addition to fostering conventional discipline knowledge and intellectual growth, the 
curriculum places great emphasis on the students’ engagement, and their spiritual,

otional and social growth. The curriculum includes academic and pasto
programs, Wesley at Clunes, Education in the Outdoors and cocurricular opportunities 
including music, theatre, and sports. 
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Learning In The Middle Years Model 
The Core 
The core of the model symbolises a holistic understanding of learning, which 
encompasses the students’ understanding of themselves, their relationships with 
others and their place in the world. 

Key Elements 
 
There are five key elements that are developed within the curriculum. These constitute 
the focus of learning with each of the specified contexts and ensure a comprehensive, 
well rounded curriculum in the middle years. The five key elements are described in 
greater detail below. 
 
Personal Growth focuses on building the knowledge, capacities, skills and 
dispositions for physical, social, emotional, academic and spiritual development. It 
promotes awareness of self and harmony within the physical and social environment. 
It supports an understanding of personal wellness, and a commitment to healthy 
habits, attitudes and lifestyle.  
 
Social Growth focuses on developing the capacity to inte
relationships with individuals and communities. It encourag
responsibility, compassion and community involvement. 
 
Global Citizenship emphasises the interdependence of societies and our 
responsibilities as citizens of a global community and equi
to make informed decisions and take responsible actions. 
 
Intellectual Growth views intelligence not as a fixed and 
innate capacity, but as the development of a learnable set of 
attitudes and dispositions that students need for lifelong 
learning, problem solving and decision-making.  
 
Action is building the capacity to engage in individual and 
collaborative work that applies past learning to new 
situations. It provides students with opportunities to reflect, 
choose and act on issues of importance and to take positive 
and responsible steps in strategically solving these. 

Contexts for Learning 
Learning is especially purposeful when situated in meaningful contexts. Experiencing 
the world in a variety of contexts promotes the development of different 
understandings, different perspectives and different ways of learning. The contexts of 
learning in the middle year’s model include: Environments, Programs, Disciplines and 
Communities. 
 

ract positively and value 
es the development of 

ps students with the ability 



 

Middle Years Student Profile 
The following student profile describes timeless qualities that are internationally 
recognised as important for individuals and groups. The middle years Student Profile 
has been created by combining attributes and dispositions from the International 
Baccalaureate Learner Profile and from the work of Ron Ritchhart, “Cultures of 
Thinking,” Harvard University. These attributes and dispositions encourage positive 
relationships with members within and beyond our community as well as equip our 
students with effective, lifelong learning strategies and tools. 
 

Balanced Students understand the importance of intellectual, physical and 
emotional balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and 
others. 

Communicator  
Students understand and express ideas and information confidently and 
creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of 
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration 
with others. 

Curious Students look beyond wonder and meaningfully search for the 
interesting and puzzling in the everyday.  

Empathetic 
Students show compassion, respect and understanding towards the 
needs, behaviours and feelings of others. They have a personal 
commitment towards seeking to understand first and to make a positive 
difference in the lives of others and the environment. 

Open-minded 

Students are open to opportunities and approach new situations with 
confidence, courage and spirit. They have the capacity to understand 
various perspectives and not to be rigid in their thinking. They have an 
appreciation and understanding of the values and cultures of individuals 
and communities and are willing to grow from experience. 

Principled 
Students act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness, 
justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and 
communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and 
consequences that accompany  them. 

Reflective Students give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and 
experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and 
limitations in order to support their learning and personal development. 

Sceptical Students probe below the surface of things; look for proof and evidence 
and do not accept things at face value. They take an active stance toward 
new information rather than passively accepting it. 

Strategic Students move towards efficiency: being planned, anticipatory, 
methodical and careful in their thinking. 

Truth seeker 

Students weigh the evidence, consider its validity, build theory and then 
test the theory by looking at counter evidence and alternative 
explanations. They examine things more closely using strategies such as 
looking for connections, exploring applications and consequences, 
pushing ideas to the limit, pulling ideas apart, contrasting one idea with 
another and building explanations. 

Adapted from the: International Baccalaureate Organization Learner Profile (2006) 
Ron Ritchhart’s Dispositions (2002) 
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Middle Years Curriculum Offerings 
Year 7 
Drama 
Education in the Outdoors  
English 
Humanities 
Languages Other Than English  
Mathematics 

Music 
Personal and Physical Development 
Religious Education and Ethics 
Science 
Visual Arts

Year 8  
Drama 
Education in the Outdoors  
English 
Humanities 
Information and Communication Technology 
Languages Other Than English 

Mathematics 
Music 
Personal and Physical Development 
Religious Education and Ethics 
Science 
Visual Arts

Year 9  
Drama  
English 
Humanities 
Languages Other Than English 
Information and Communication 
Technology 
Mathematics 

Music 
Personal and Physical Development 
Religious Education and Ethics  
Science  
Visual Arts 
Wesley at Clunes 

(Details correct at time of publication) 
 
Pastoral Care Curriculum  
The specific pastoral care curriculum undertaken in Years 7, 8 and 9 is one of the key 
components of the whole pastoral care program across the College. The program is 
underpinned and strengthened by the relationship formed between student and the 
homeroom teacher. It is premised on the belief that young people learn best when they 
are healthy, safe and happy. Pastoral approaches adopted in the Middle School seek to 
be proactive. 

The Year 7 pastoral care curriculum acknowledges the year as a key transitional phase 
with a focus on feeling safe, developing a sense of belonging and connectedness and 
getting to know oneself and others. Students explore issues such as bullying, coping 
skills, body language, learning and personal organisation. 

In Year 8, the pastoral care focus is on the influence of peers and how to deal with 
varied situations. Students learn strategies in conflict resolution and the use of 
humour, and begin to develop a greater understanding of the ways in which 
individuals and groups seek to influence the behaviour and actions of others. Goal 
setting, personal organisation and developing a greater sense of self are continuing 
themes from Year 7. 

In Year 9, the pastoral care focus is on relationships with others, and in different 
communities. Students continue to explore their own identity and personal well-being.  
Leadership, managing grief and social action are themes investigated in the program.



 

The Arts 
Music 
Music in the middle years aims to inspire students and prepare them for lifelong 
involvement in this unique art form through singing, playing instruments, composing 
and listening. Through class participation students are encouraged to acquire further 
skills to enable them to enjoy performing in cocurricular music ensembles, and to 
begin or continue with private instrumental and vocal lessons outside the classroom 
program. 
 
Students experience a range of music styles, both familiar and unfamiliar, through 
their playing and listening. They are encouraged to compose and improvise music for 
themselves and for others, learning the conventions of music making, while also being 
afforded the opportunity to use music to express their own creative energies. All 
students in Year 7 experience music through the compulsory music program, while 
students in Years 8 and 9 may opt to do either a major or a minor block of Music. 
 

Year 7 
The compulsory music program includes two 
aspects: Music Foundations and Music 
Construction. Students who have already been 
learning an instrument from the brass, wind or string 
families usually continue with that instrument in an 
advanced group. Students exploring an instrument 
for the first time choose from brass, wind, strings, 
percussion and voice areas. 

Music Foundations has an instrumental focus, developing instrument technique, 
notation skills and performance skills. Music Construction is concerned with 
exploring and manipulating sound by arranging, composing and performing. Links are 
made to culture and history, and a special study is made of film music. 

Year 8  
In Year 8, students can opt for a year-long, major block of study in Music, in which 
they undertake units in two strands of music, or they may choose a semester long 
minor study in which they select from one of these strands of music. 
 
Strand 1: Music Creation 

Over three six-week units of study, students experience ways of improvising, 
arranging music, song-writing and composing, using conventional instruments and 
voices (if appropriate to their experience), as well as a range of music technologies in 
music lab based work. 
 
Strand 2: Music Is… 

Over three six-week units of study, students are exposed to music from a range of 
cultures, styles and genres, and, while learning about the building blocks of music and 
the ways it connects with society, also critically respond to music in a variety of ways. 
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Year 9 
In Year 9, students who choose to take Music as a major engage in Strand 3 and 
Strand 4 Music (both semesters). Students who choose to take Music as a minor 
study, undertake Strand 3, choosing from various options within the strand. 
 
Strand 3: Music Performance 

Over the course of a semester, three six week units all involving practical music-
making, are undertaken. Music taken as a major is designed to cater for students who 
are also engaged in cocurricular music ensembles in orchestras, bands (concert, jazz 
or rock) and choirs. This course enables these students to extend their experiences of 
playing music in different styles, as a soloist and ensemble member. In the music 
minor, students select from workshops including voice, guitar and percussion. These 
do not require prior experience, but involve music-making activities. 
 
Strand 4: Music Craft 

This is a one term unit, designed for all students undertaking music as a year long 
study. It is taken in the term opposite the Clunes term. It is an intensive term of 
“music essentials,” assisting students to make connections between their music-
making, and their all round development as a musician through aural and theoretical 
understanding. 
 

Performing Arts 
Dance 
Dance is the language of movement. It is the realisation of the body’s potential as an 
instrument of expression. This study is designed so students can communicate their 
experiences, feelings and ideas through dance movements. Drawing on imagination 
and experience, students explore the relationships between the basic dance elements 
of space, time and energy. 

In this program, students develop a variety of skills in technical comprehension, 
precision of movement execution, spatial perception and individual expression in 
performance technique. They achieve an advanced level of body awareness, stamina, 
self-discipline and confidence through content retention and practice. Students 
progress from fundamental skills of movement to complex patterns of motion and 
advanced physical demands. Participants develop and accumulate technical 
vocabulary, rhythmic understanding, movement range and musicality. Finally, 
students explore dance styles, dance history and cultural meaning. Dance is a 
semester-long subject available to students in Years 8 and 9. 

Year 8 
Through practical and theoretical aspects of learning, students develop physical skills 
and respond to their own and others’ dance ideas and works. Students identify 
distinguishing features of dances they have observed and/or performed, and examine 
how historical and cultural forces impact upon dance and dance making. 
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Year 9 
The program in Year 9 explores the way dance makers communicate their intentions 
through movement. It develops awareness of the use of physical skills in dance 
making and an appreciation of the elements of movement and dance design. Students 
are required to practice dance skills, undertake activities related to a study of the 
elements of movement and prepare and perform dances, including structured 
improvisation and a prepared work.  

Drama 
Drama is the enactment of real and imagined 
events in performance. Throughout history 
drama has allowed us to examine, in an artistic 
way, just what it means to be human. 
Involvement in this artistic form enables both 
individuals and groups to explore, shape and 
symbolically represent ideas and feelings. 
Drama is a semester-long offering for all Year 7 
students and is an option for students in Years 8 
and 9 as a major (year) or a minor (semester) 
choice. 

Year 7 
In the Year 7 program students develop skills in voice, movement, mime and 
performance techniques. The study intends to develop abilities of critical analysis, 
evaluation and appreciation. Students examine the origins of drama and application of 
stagecraft in performance. The drama curriculum encourages individual creativity, 
confidence and develops the ability to give artistic form to ideas. 

Year 8 
In Year 8, students are involved in developing a 
variety of skills and theatrical techniques. These 
include improvisation, theatre sports, play building, 
movement, role-play and characterisation. Students 
acquire an understanding of the history of theatre and 
gain insight into the conventions of select theatrical 
genres. Performance and the ability to apply stagecraft 
is a natural consequence of the study. The Year 8 

course encourages students to engage in a practical exploration of theatre making.  

te and extend skills developed over the previous two 
y and in groups to examine themes and 

ques. Students acquire an understanding of 
 and a practical exploration of select theatrical styles is 

 and original material students develop 
aking directorial choices and applying stagecraft. 

Students are encouraged to engage artistically in an exploration of their world. 

Year 9 
In Year 9, students consolida
years of the study. They work individuall
social issues, and to explore acting techni
the history of theatre,
embedded in the course. Using established text
group devised performance, m
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Visual Arts  
The arts have been a part of humanity from the very beginning. People create art to 
make connections and to construct meaning, and these connections serve as bridges to 
each new generation. The arts are deeply embedded in our daily life and are an 
inseparable part of our humanity. 

The visual arts program at Wesley College is 
designed to develop students’ creative skills, 
critical appreciation and knowledge of artistic 
techniques and technologies through processes 
of visual inquiry, studio practice, exhibition 
and display and in evaluations and reflections 
of their own art works as well as those of 
others. The visual arts program also aims to 
develop students’ sense of personal and 

cultural identity and equips them for lifelong involvement in, and active appreciation 
of, the arts.  

Year 7 
In Year 7, art students begin to develop an awareness and appreciation of art in the 
“fine art” sense. Students develop skills, knowledge and understanding relevant to 
specific art forms and disciplines. Additionally, students develop confidence in self-
expression and the ability to convey their understanding of the world through the 
visual arts. All students in Year 7 undertake studies in visual arts throughout the entire 

ajor or minor block of study in the visual 
udents who study visual arts as a major will 

fferent strands of art study. 

e and create artworks in traditional photo media and 
computer based or other digital media. It aims to develop understanding of the ways 
images reflect changes in technology and society, communicate meaningful messages 
and how the reality of photographic and film based images can be misleading. This 
strand will also develop students’ knowledge of art and design elements and 
principles. 
 

Strand 2: Drawing, Painting, Printmaking 
This unit allows students to explore and create two-dimensional artworks using a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. It aims to develop understanding of the 
ways artists respond to the world around them, reflecting changes in technology and 
society, and communicate their ideas through the qualities of the media they choose 
and the ways in which media are applied. This strand will also develop students’ 
knowledge of artistic styles and art elements and principles. 
 
Strand 3: Modelling, Mould making, Construction 
This unit allows students to explore and create three-dimensional artworks using a 
variety of materials, techniques and processes. It aims to develop understanding of the 

year. 
 
Years 8 and 9 
Students in Years 8 and 9 can undertake a m
arts. Over the course of the two years st
move through each of four di
 
Strand 1: Photography and Media 
This unit allows students to explor
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ways three-dimensional artworks relate to the environment they are in, can be seen 
from many different viewpoints and can express different ideas through the use of 
different materials and processes. This strand will also develop students’ knowledge 
of artistic styles and art elements and principles. 
 
Strand 4: Visual Communication and Design.  
This unit allows students to further explore and create artworks using a variety of two 
and three-dimensional techniques and materials, as well as digital and computer based 
media. It aims to extend understanding of everyday visual communication and design. 
A focus is placed on students’ exploring the design process and the creative and 
thoughtful manipulation of compositions. This strand will also develop students’ 
knowledge of artistic design styles and the design elements and principles. 
 

English 
The English program aims to deepen and enrich each student’s literary experience 
through a series of activities involving an increasingly complex interpretation of texts.  
Students are encouraged to become thoughtful and articulate communicators of ideas, 
and thereby gain confidence in speaking and writing about their understanding of 
what they read and view. Students learn to respond sympathetically to a variety of 
texts, and to pursue their understanding of how writers create meaning. They might do 
this through conventional writing tasks, which remain the basis for their learning, but 
also through participation in structured and informal discussions, formal debating, and 
role-playing. They are encouraged to establish links between what they read and 
watch and the growing emotional complexity of their own lives. Gradually, students 
acquire new skills for making these connections, as well as for becoming objective 
and critical commentators on the ideas of others. 
 
Students are regularly taught and assessed on the conventions of English grammar and 
standard Australian English.  Grammar, punctuation and spelling are essential skills 
for clear and meaningful expression, and students in Middle School come to 
appreciate how proficiency in these areas liberates their creative interests and 
energies. Students also learn to make discriminating choices in their language use. 
 
Students work individually to produce short, focused narratives, analytical text essays, 
persuasive and personal letters, reflective writing, poetry, and short dramatic works. 
They also work in groups to exchange ideas and to develop responses to print and 
visual texts; advance their critical thinking abilities; participate in debates and public 
speaking activities; and, engage in role plays and performance. 
 
Students complete a diverse range of assessment tasks aimed at developing their 
strengths and interest in writing, and opening up new possibilities for expressing their 
thoughts and feelings.  Assignments allow them to enhance their capacity for 
effectively crafting written answers, as well as for speaking cogently and interestingly 
about their continuing links with language and literature. 
 
English as a Second Language 
English as a Second Language (ESL) is designed to develop and refine students’ 
receptive, productive and interactive use of English. It is intended that students learn 
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to appreciate and respect the views of others, whilst developing self-awareness and a 
sense of personal and cultural identity.  
 
ESL helps to address the needs of students for whom English is not the primary 
language. It teaches them to communicate accurately and effectively in speech and 
writing within a range of contexts. The course enables students to develop the ability 
to understand and respond to language demands in transactional and social contexts 
and provides students with a sound linguistic base for further study, work and leisure. 
It also assists students in acquiring the necessary language skills to achieve success in 
all subjects. 
 
Students study a variety of texts, including novels, short stories and films. In addition, 
students develop their writing skills and identify the style, purpose and intended 
audience of a variety of print and non-print texts. Students examine the ways in which 
the media presents local, national and international issues with a particular slant or 
bias. Students develop analytical skills, learn how to construct formal essays and give 
persuasive presentations. They are encouraged to build their oral language proficiency 
through a range of activities which are also designed to build confidence. Students are 
also involved in grammar, vocabulary and reading programs. 
 

 

 



 

Humanities 
It is expected that the study of Humanities (History, Geography, Economics and 
Politics) will enable students to understand the ways in which people and societies 
have organised their world and how they have made meaning of it.  

Humanities offers opportunities for students to understand that: 

• Human interaction with the environment can have lasting impact 

• Natural processes shape the planet 

• The enduring legacies of our past are all around us 

• The unequal distribution of wealth is based on a complex web of factors 

• Societies have different sets of laws, approaches to leadership and access to 
justice 

• Communities require an informed and cooperative approach in order to ensure 
sustainability 

This subject aims to enhance students’ knowledge and understanding of local, 
national, international and global environments and societies, using an inquiry-based 
approach to learning. In addition, fostering cultural understanding through the study 
of the past and the present, and the consideration of future possibilities, is a priority.   
Developing the knowledge, skills and values associated with the subject enables 
students to participate as active and informed citizens in a democratic society and 
within the global community.   

Assessment in this subject takes a variety of forms, including class assignments and 
projects, group and individual work, tests and examinations. Through these tasks the 
students are tested on their skills in the following areas: 

• Interpretation and understanding 

• Analysis 

• Comparison 

• Observation 

• Mapping and graphicacy 

• Critical thinking 

• Technology 

• Fieldwork: data collection and analysis 

Year 7 
Students gain an appreciation of the overarching ideas in Humanities through studies 
of Ancient Civilisations, Map and Atlas, The Middle Ages and Refugees. 
 

Year 8 
Students gain an appreciation of the overarching ideas in Humanities through studies 
of the Asia-Pacific region, Plate Tectonics, Tourism, The Renaissance, Make Poverty 
History, and the Civil Rights Movement. 
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Year 9 
Students gain an appreciation of the overarching ideas in Humanities through studies 
of the Industrial Revolution, Global Warming, Human Rights in Indigenous Australia, 
Political Systems and Pressure Groups. 
 

Information and Communication Technology 
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has a significant impact on all 
aspects of society. The purpose of this course is to inform students about current and 
potential applications of ICT and to build knowledge and competence in the use of 
common software.   

Theoretical tasks aim to increase students’ 
awareness of the fact that studying technology is 
about more than simply being a proficient user. 
Students also gain an understanding of the extent 
of technology use in the community and the 
implications, both positive and negative, of the 
role of technology in our everyday lives. Students 
undertake this program for one semester in both 
Years 8 and 9.  

 
In the Year 8 course, students undertake a short introduction to general computing, 
HTML and the creation of a website using Adobe Dreamweaver software. They also 
undertake a unit in animation using Adobe Flash and Pivot Animator. 
 
In Year 9, students take either one or two ICT units, dependent on their attendance at 
Clunes. These units incorporate teamwork with digital cameras, manipulating digital 
images, basic digital video, exploring Web2 tools and researching Social Media. 
Students create an online portfolio which becomes a record of the work produced in 
this unit. 
 

The key understanding from these ICT units is that technology is a relevant and 
important tool used for communicating messages in a complex global society, and that 
there is the need to comprehend the social, ethical and psychological impact of our 
use of technology in an internet enabled world. 
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Languages Other Than English 
At Year 7, the languages offered are Chinese, French, and Japanese. Students who 
studied Japanese or French in the primary years are encouraged to capitalise on this 
advantage and continue to study these languages in the Middle School. Students 
continue to study the language they have selected throughout the middle years.   
 
Through the study of a language other than English, students appreciate the ways in 
which language and culture are interrelated. They also develop an understanding of 
the nature of language and how it works. 
 
Listening, reading, writing and speaking skills are developed though a range of 
purposeful and stimulating activities that correspond to themes relevant to the students 
(self, family, home, friends, sport, leisure activities, clothing, shopping, food, youth, 
school, and travel). Students learn through a communicative approach that 
incorporates grammar, audio-lingual, audiovisual and vocabulary expansion elements. 
 
Information and Communication Technologies’ based activities are fully integrated in 
language learning. They include word processing, PowerPoint, Photostory, language 
software, online learning and the use of the internet. 
 
Language competitions, excursions and incursions are additional ways in which 
students’ cultural awareness is developed as they are exposed to different values and 
ideas. 
 
Listening, reading, writing and speaking skills are 
continuously assessed through informal tests and projects. In 
addition, students also have formal tests and examinations. 
Language and/or cultural programs are available to students 
studying Chinese, French, and Japanese and are advertised in 
the campus newsletter and intranet. 
 

Mathematics 
Mathematics is an integral part of everyday life. Students in the Middle School 
develop important logical thinking and other mathematical skills, which can be used 
to solve everyday problems. Students also learn key foundation skills and 
understandings for further study in later years. 
 
The study of mathematics is organised into the dimensions of Number, Space, 
Measurement, Chance and Data, and Structure. The program promotes, fosters and 
encourages interest and enthusiasm in the area of mathematics so that each student 
can operate and appreciate its application in their lives. Students engage in a wide 
range of learning experiences, and have access to a textbook, online resources and 
other exercises, investigations, constructions and puzzles that enhance their learning.  
 
Students are assessed on their performance in a variety of tasks including tests, 
analysis tasks, homework assignments and end-of-the-year examinations. 
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Year 7  
The Year 7 program aims to consolidate students’ fundamental numeracy skills, begin 
to explore the abstract concepts of algebra and develop an awareness of various 
problem-solving strategies. Students needing assistance with mathematical instruction 
are supported through withdrawal or in-class support programs with an additional 
maths teacher. At this year level, enrichment is offered through differentiation of the 
curriculum within the classroom, opportunities to participate in external competitions 
and the mentor program. 

At the end of the year, some students may be selected for the Enhancement 
Mathematics program in Year 8, based on a number of stringent criteria. 

Year 8  
The Year 8 program aims to reinforce students’ algebraic understandings, extend their 
fundamental numeracy skills, and consolidate their abilities to analyse and apply 
various problem-solving strategies. 

Students identified as needing assistance with mathematical instruction are supported 
by the Individual Needs team or assisted by an additional maths teacher once a cycle. 

Some students may be selected for the Enhancement Mathematics course which aims 
to deepen students’ understandings by exploring each topic to a greater level of 
complexity. Students in the Year 8 enhancement program will, with sustained 
performance, be able to take the Year 9 enhancement program.  

Year 9  
The Year 9 program aims to reinforce students’ knowledge in financial maths and 
measurement and consolidate their skills in algebraic manipulation. 

 
Students identified as needing assistance with mathematical instruction are supported 
by the Individual Needs team. Similar to the Year 8 program, the Year 9 enhancement 
curriculum extends the exploration of the Year 9 mathematics topics.  



 

Personal and Physical Development 
The Personal and Physical Development curriculum is designed to develop the 
knowledge, skills and attitudes that will enable students to make appropriate decisions 
for a healthy lifestyle. The curriculum aims to foster a positive attitude towards 
participation in physical activity and promote healthy and safe living practices, while 
developing the qualities of respect, cooperation, independence and responsibility. 

Physical Education  
Students participate in a variety of activities including: aquatics (Swim and Survive 
Certificate), water polo, fitness testing, ball sports (tennis, softball, cricket, volleyball, 
netball, football, basketball, and soccer), athletics, gymnastics and rowing. 
 
The focus is on skill and fitness development. Each lesson incorporates a period of 
continuous physical activity, motor development drills and minor games. Individual, 
small group and whole class activities are used to promote and reinforce the values of 
tolerance, cooperation and sporting endeavour. 

Health Education 
The aim of the health curriculum from Years 7 to 9 is to provide students with the 
information and skills necessary to make responsible decisions about their health and 
well-being.   
 
The curriculum has three major themes: 

Body Awareness – with an emphasis on fitness and exercise, nutrition, healthy eating 
habits, diets and body image. 

Sexuality – with a focus on the anatomy, puberty, personal hygiene, the menstrual 
cycle, conception and the stages of pregnancy, contraception and sexually transmitted 
infections. 

Drug Education – with a focus on drug classification, the Wesley College Drug Policy 
and the risks associated with use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco and cannabis. 
 
For each unit, students work from a prescribed health workbook. They engage in a 
variety of activities, including debates, role plays, presentations, videos, question 
sheets, computer-based activities, games and quizzes. Skills are assessed through 
tests, research tasks, participation in group activities, writing tasks, involvement in 
group discussions and quizzes. The curriculum is based on the Harm Minimisation 
Strategy of decision making and harm reduction to self and others. It replaces two 
three-week blocks of Physical Education. 
 

Religious Education and Ethics 
Religious Education and Ethics (REE) explores a wide range of issues in religion, 
philosophy, ethics, spirituality and life. These issues are approached in relation to the 
histories, beliefs and practices of the major faith traditions of the world.  
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The course is designed to encourage students to become interested in the great 
questions of meaning in life: Who am I? Where am I? Where did I come from? Where 
am I going? How is it best to live? The course aims to assist students to develop 
understanding of and respect for the various religions of the world. It fosters, through 
an inquiry approach, the development of concepts and skills (such as analysis, 
synthesis, reflection and symbolic thinking) that enable students to explore values, 
attitudes and moral perspectives.  

Religious Education and Ethics encourages students to formulate their own personal 
view of the world, and of their moral duty, that is large enough to live by. The course 
supports student efforts to discover or create meanings of a philosophical and spiritual 
kind, and promotes the development of codes of behaviour consistent with the vision 
and values of Wesley College.   

Religious Education and Ethics is a semester-long course in Years 7, 8 and 9. 

 

Science  
Science and its applications are part of everyday life and an important area of human 
endeavour. Science helps students to order and organise their world.  It is an ideal 
vehicle for the development of problem-solving and problem-seeking skills. Students 
need to develop scientific literacy to help make decisions about many issues. 
 
Science in the middle years incorporates the major disciplines of chemistry, physics 
and biology. Each unit of work develops students’ skills in design, measurement and 
data organisation.   

 science and are encouraged to reflect 

as students learn through experience.  
aluate scientific explanations, plan 

onstrate scientific skills and conceptual 
 presentations, practical experiments, 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Students also become aware of ethical issues in
upon the changes caused by scientific discoveries.   
 
Experimental work becomes more complex 
They are able to identify questions, ev
investigations, understand variables and analyse results. 
 
Students are assessed on their ability to dem
knowledge in different ways, including tests,
assignments and model building.  
 
 



 

Individual Needs 
The Individual Needs team acknowledges that some students require support in their 
learning to maximise their potential, whilst other students require enhancement 
outside the boundaries of the set curriculum.  
 
The Individual Needs team utilises a three-pronged approach in assisting students 
from Prep to Year 12. Firstly, support within the mainstream classroom; secondly, 
differentiation of teaching and curriculum; and thirdly, intervention and remediation. 

Mainstream Classroom Support  
The Individual Needs team endeavours to provide support to students in maintaining 
engagement and success in their mainstream schooling. Individual Needs teachers will 
offer some in-class support, withdrawal support (one to one support or in a small 
group), teaching study skills, review of class work, review of homework, and work on 
individualised education programs, especially in the areas of literacy and 
mathematics.  

Learning Enrichment Program (Gifted and Talented) 
The campus acknowledges its highly able/gifted students through enhancement 
outside the boundaries of the set curriculum through the Learning Enrichment 
Program (Gifted and Talented).  

This program identifies and caters to the needs of highly able academic students. It 
provides appropriate challenging and targeted learning experiences to engage, sustain 
and nurture the intellectual growth of gifted and talented students. 

The students are encouraged to take their thinking to a broader and more complex 
level using higher order thinking skills. Students are withdrawn from mainstream 
classes twice per cycle to work in small group situations with other like minds. 
Students may be offered courses such as Thinking Matters, Mind Matters, Robotics, 
Future Problem Solving or Philosophy. 

In addition to this program selected students are given the opportunity to participate in 
mentorship. The Mentor Program is aimed at providing students performing at 
superior cognitive levels with an opportunity to undertake a project of personal 
interest and passion. Students are matched with a mentor, who has expertise in the 
student’s field of interest. 

 

Assessment  
Assessment is an ongoing process concerned with gathering information about a 
student’s competencies, not only focusing on what has been achieved, but also on how 
a student has gone about that learning. Assessment is used to encourage and improve 
learning. It is also a powerful tool that teachers use to inform their own practice. 

As a collaborative process, assessment includes information and input from students, 
parents and teachers. Students need to know how well they are achieving and how 
best they can improve. Parents need to know how well their children are progressing. 
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Teachers are concerned with how well each student is doing and how well the 
program is succeeding.  

It is important to realise that not all students learn in the same way and at the same 
pace. Different assessment techniques are used to cater for various learning styles and 
to provide a rich profile of student learning. Assessment at Wesley College values the 
process of learning and aims for consistency in the interpretation of student 
achievement.  

Assessment types include formative and summative assessment. Formative assessment 
is used to improve student learning. It is ongoing and continually provides feedback to 
students with regard to their learning and achievement. This type of assessment often 
includes observations made during classes, self and peer assessment, performance and 
pre-teaching diagnostic tests. Summative assessment determines the level of mastery 
or performance at the end of a course or unit of work. This type of assessment 
includes end of semester exams, tests or assignments encompassing a range of 
activities. 

The overall achievement level obtained by students is a culmination of both formative 
and summative modes of assessment. Students also participate in the National 
Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) which is a set of national 
tests that provide information on how students are progressing against national 
benchmarks, and support improvements in teaching and learning.  
 

Reporting 
Reports are intended to be constructive, diagnostic and helpful, recognising that they 
should be the basis for ongoing action at home and at school. The purpose of 
reporting is to communicate information gathered through assessment and to make 
recommendations for learning. This is a shared process between teachers, students and 
parents/guardians.   

Together with parent-teacher interviews, which students are expected to attend, 
reports provide a means of formally acknowledging and recording a student’s 
developing academic ability as well as personal qualities as demonstrated through 
interactions with peers and staff. In Years 7 and 8, formative reports are usually sent 

 Term 2 and the end of Term 3, and summative reports at the 
ster. In Year 9, reports are sent home at the end of each term and 

t-teacher interviews. 

Homework is an integral part of learning as it is a necessary 
strategy for consolidation, further reflection and an 
opportunity to clarify new knowledge, skills and 
understanding. The focus is on the quality and not quantity of 
homework. Students should spend time each week planning 
and organising upcoming events, tasks and commitments. 
Parents are encouraged to take an active interest in the way 

their child is completing homework and study tasks. This could involve helping to set 
a suitable work environment, encouraging disciplined use of time and minimising 
distractions.  

home at the beginning of
end of each seme
these are followed up with paren
 

Homework and Study 



 

Library Services 
The Library works to support students, staff and the Wesley community with Library 
Services and resources. The Library offers a range of programs to support learning, 
reading and information literacy across the College. The Library provides a wide 
range of electronic resources via the College portal (www.intranet.wesleycollege.net) 
which include online encyclopaedias, newspaper databases, streaming video services 
web-links, topic guides, and style guides. Most of these can be accessed from home. 

Reading programs, “Fanclubs” and “Reading for Real” are Wesley College Library 
reading programs designed to enable students to discover and explore different genres 
and develop the habit of life long reading. These programs are supported by a website 
and reading lists. You can also find these on the intranet:  

http://intranet.wesleycollege.net/Library/reading/ 

The Library offers sessions to teachers and classes to support the reading programs.  
Students are welcome any lunchtime, recess, before and after school to come and 
read, borrow books and speak with library staff.  

The librarians also provide training and assistance with using resources or services as 
needed. Librarians work closely with teachers to select resources, both online and in 
print, to support the curriculum and student needs, and will work one-on-one with 
students to support learning. 

Middle School students are also able to borrow digital cameras to extend their project 
work, and are fully supported by staff to make videos, and present digital material in 
their projects. 

 

Wesley at Clunes: Year 9 
The Clunes campus, with its emphasis on practical involvement and social 
interactions, is a key part of learning in the adolescent years at Wesley. The Clunes 
Residential Program lasts for eight weeks.  

Wesley College at Clunes provides young people with the opportunity to learn about 
themselves, the wider community and our Australian culture in the unique setting of a 
small Victorian country town where gold was first discovered in 1851. Today, Clunes 
is a small community with a population of around 800. Clunes is about an hour’s 
drive from Melbourne. The activities and the environment of Clunes provide a unique 
opportunity for students to discover and develop their identity, and to experience at 
first hand the inherent responsibilities and relationships of young adulthood in the 
world outside the family. 

The Clunes vision strives for a balance between the search for understanding, the 
acquisition of knowledge and skills, the development of attitudes and values and the 
opportunity for practical and reflective action that will increase the transformational 
capacity of the individual. The dimensions of learning at Clunes involve students in 
and prepare them for: 

• Active and responsible participation in diverse communities 

• Consciousness and responsiveness towards relationships 
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• Actions to promote personal health and well-being 

• Actions to develop problem solving capacities and strategies 

• Acknowledgement and understanding of cultural and intercultural values and 
beliefs within a community 

• Appreciation of social justice issues and the facilitation of change 

• Ethical and moral decision making and action 

• Contribution to community (local and global) awareness and sustainability 

• Understanding and acknowledging of the different issues that face 
communities of varying sizes 

• Opportunities in the world of work, leisure and other life contexts 

 

Education in the Outdoors 
Wesley College actively blurs the boundaries between the walled classroom and the 
wider world. The Clunes experience, cultural exchanges and Education in the 
Outdoors all represent different ways of experiencing and learning directly about the 
world. The experiential nature of these programs has an impact that vicarious and 
virtual learning simply cannot provide. 

The primary role of Education in the Outdoors at Wesley is to foster a strong sense of 
identity, place and purpose that links our students to the land they live in, rely upon, 
and, increasingly, affect. 

Students in Years 7 and 8 are required to participate in an annual camp, conducted by 
specialist instructors and homeroom teachers. While developing recreational skills 
and encouraging group and team cohesiveness, these programs encourage students to 
learn about the environment and develop a strong sense of environmental 
sustainability and responsibility towards each other. 

Educational activities, across all our sites and programs, are designed to: 

• Provide access into our natural world and a personal connection to our unique 
land 

• Build understandings of its character, potentials and problems 

• Encourage careful and caring ways of living as a community 

From this common direction, each of our campsites constructs a curriculum around 
what that site best offers.  



 

Chum Creek Camp: Year 7 
Chum Creek is a bush property of 130ha at the foot of 
the Great Divide, approximately 80km northeast of 
Melbourne.  

Camps are themed around feeling comfortable with 
the outdoor environment, understanding ecological 
concepts, and introducing ways to enjoy the foothills, 
forests and waterways of the Central Highlands. 
 

Lochend: Year 8 
Lochend is a property nestling between freshwater lakes, the sand dunes and seas of 
the wild west coast. Students enjoy surf, cave and canoeing sessions, and study the 
human past, present and future of this beautiful coastline. As part of a three-day hike 
along the Great South West Walk, they take part in ongoing “Coastcare” projects. 

ere

r and winter

groups and clubs are active on the campus and students have opportunities to initiate 
and participate in a wide range of activities. 
 

 
Cocurricular Offerings 
A range of cocurricular activities is off
the Middle School and through campus newsletters.  
 
At Years 7, 8 and 9, it is com
seasons of sport each year (summe
in a third season (spring). 

Students are encouraged to participate in a
orchestras, bands, choirs, ensembles, dance 

d. Activities are advertised widely within 

pulsory for all students to complete a minimum of two 
 seasons), with the option to participate 

ll areas of the Performing Arts, for example 
groups and musicals. A number of interest 
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Key Contacts at the St Kilda Road Campus 
 

All course details are located at: 
 
www.wesleycollege.net 
  
Select Portal > Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Middle Years > 2012 Curriculum 

 

Questions relating to pastoral care or program management should be directed 
to:  

Head of Middle School, Jesse McInnes 

Tel: + 61 3 8102 6267 

Email: jesse.mcinnes@wesleycollege.net  

 

Questions relating to curriculum should be directed to:  

Acting Middle Years Curriculum Coordinator, Tanya Davies 

Tel: + 61 3 8102 6915 

Email: tanya.davies@wesleycollege.net  

 

Enrolment enquiries should be directed to: 
 

Admissions office 

Tel: + 61 3 8102 6108 

Email: skr.admissions@wesleycollege.net 
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