Curriculum Guide 2012
Glen Waverley Campus

Primary Years (Early Childhood to Year 6)

¥x

WESLEY COLLEGE

MELBOURNE AUSTRALIA

SINCE 1866

AT



This curriculum information booklet provides students, parents and guardians with details of
the International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP), an international curriculum
framework that caters for the educational needs of three year old to twelve year old students,
from Early Childhood to Year 6, at the Glen Waverley campus of Wesley College,
Melbourne.
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Vision Statement

WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA

A world class coeducational independent school
developing the whole person
through
timeless principles of learning —

to know

to do
to live with

to be

with innovation and wisdom.

adapted from UNESCO
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Core Values Statement

WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA
A world class coeducational independent school
whose distinctive ethos
values

e The individual talents and worth of each in its community
e An open entry policy and achievement of personal best in all areas
o A diverse, balanced curriculum, enabling students to excel academically
e Openness and creativity
o Care for the emotional and social well-being of everyone in its community

e A broad understanding of human and cultural diversity, nurturing
commitment to social justice

« Spirituality, embracing Christianity and other faiths

« lIts history and traditions
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International Baccalaureate Primary Years
Programme

The focus from Early Childhood to Year 6 is on the total growth of the developing child,
encompassing social, physical, emotional, spiritual, intellectual and cultural needs. The
International Baccalaureate Primary Years Programme (PYP), an international,
transdisciplinary program, is the main vehicle through which this development is fostered.

The program is grounded in a deeply held belief about the nature and future of international
education and a firm desire to develop students who are international in their outlook.

An international education is dynamic and responds to ever changing global needs. Through
an exploration of concepts such as conflict resolution, communication and understanding
relationships, cultural identity, history and responsibility (both environmental and human),
we aim to develop in our children an understanding of their power to enact change at both
the local and global level.

Wesley College Primary Staff

The International Baccalaureate (IB) offers a continuum of high quality education that
encourages international mindedness and a positive attitude to learning. The IB programs are
accessible to students in 140 countries through the close cooperation with the worldwide
community of 1B World Schools.

The IB mission statement aligns closely with Wesley’s own vision and values statements.

International Baccalaureate Mission Statement

“The International Baccalaureate Organization (IBO) aims to develop inquiring,
knowledgeable and caring young people who help to create a better and more peaceful world
through intercultural understanding and respect.

To this end the IBO works with schools, governments and international organizations to
develop challenging programmes of international education and rigorous assessment.

These programmes encourage students across the world to become active, compassionate and
lifelong learners who understand that other people, with their differences, can also be right.”
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A Profile for Living in the 21% Century

To achieve an international education we work together as teachers and students to embrace
and develop in each other the attributes of the IB learner profile. As a community of learners
at Wesley College, we welcome the challenges of the 21% Century by developing in each of
our students the capacity and ability to be:

Inquirers Students develop their natural curiosity. They acquire the skills necessary
to conduct inquiry and research and show independence in learning. They
actively enjoy learning and this love of learning will be sustained
throughout their lives.

Knowledgeable | Students explore concepts, ideas and issues that have local and global
significance. In so doing, they acquire in-depth knowledge and develop
understanding across a broad and balanced range of disciplines.

Thinkers Students exercise initiative in applying thinking skills critically and
creatively to recognise and approach complex problems and make
reasoned, ethical decisions.

Communicators | Students understand and express ideas and information confidently and
creatively in more than one language and in a variety of modes of
communication. They work effectively and willingly in collaboration with
others.

Principled Students act with integrity and honesty, with a strong sense of fairness,
justice and respect for the dignity of the individual, groups and
communities. They take responsibility for their own actions and the
consequences that accompany them.

Open-minded Students understand and appreciate their own cultures and personal
histories, and are open to the perspectives, values and traditions of other
individuals and communities. They are accustomed to seeking and
evaluating a range of points of view and are willing to grow from the
experience.

Caring Students show empathy, compassion and respect towards the needs and
feelings of others. They have a personal commitment to service and act to
make a positive difference to the lives of others and the environment.

Risk-takers Students approach unfamiliar situations and uncertainty with courage and
forethought and have the independence of spirit to explore new roles,
ideas and strategies. They are brave and articulate in defending their
beliefs.

Balanced Students understand the importance of intellectual, physical and emotional
balance to achieve personal well-being for themselves and others.

Reflective Students give thoughtful consideration to their own learning and
experience. They are able to assess and understand their strengths and
limitations in order to support their learning and personal development.

IBO Learner Profile booklet, IBO 2006
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Primary Years Programme Curriculum
Framework

At the heart of the program’s philosophy is a commitment to structured, purposeful inquiry as
the leading vehicle for learning.

Six transdisciplinary themes

Six transdisciplinary themes of global significance provide a framework for exploration and
study:

e Who we are

e Where we are in place and time
e How we express ourselves

e How the world works

e How we organise ourselves

o Sharing the planet

Teachers are guided by these six transdisciplinary themes as they design units of inquiry that
both articulate and transcend conventional subject boundaries. Subjects covered include:

e Language

o Social Studies

e Mathematics

o Arts

e Science and Technology

o Personal, Social, Spiritual and Physical Education

The primary years curriculum at Wesley College draws upon these six subject areas to
develop a program to suit our specific learning context.
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The Five Essential Elements of Curriculum

The five essential elements (concepts, knowledge, skills, attitudes and action) are
incorporated into this framework, so that students are given the opportunity to:

e Gain knowledge that is relevant and of global significance

e Develop an understanding of concepts, which allows them to make connections
throughout their learning

e Acquire transdisciplinary and disciplinary skills
e Develop attitudes that will lead to international mindedness

e Take action as a consequence of their learning
Concepts
There are eight key concepts:
e Form-What is it like? e Connection — How is it connected to other things?

e Function — How does it work? e Perspective — What are the points of view?

e Causation — Why is it like it is? Responsibility — What is our responsibility?

e Change — How is it changing? Reflection — How will we know?

Teachers and students use key questions to structure their units of inquiry.

Knowledge

The PYP recognises that it would be inappropriate to define any narrow, fixed body of
knowledge as the essential content, which every student should know. Instead, six
transdisciplinary themes or areas of knowledge (as discussed previously), under which units
of work are placed, ensure a balanced approach to teaching and learning within and across
year levels.

Content is chosen on the basis that it will be:

e Significant e Challenging
e Relevant e Engaging
Skills

The construction of meaning and, therefore understanding, is complemented by the students
acquiring and applying a range of skills. These include:

e Social skills e Communication skills
e Research skills e Self-management skills

e Thinking skills
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Attitudes

It is important to acknowledge that concepts, skills and knowledge alone do not make an
internationally-minded person. It is vital that we also articulate and model positive attitudes
towards people, the environment and learning. In demonstrating these attitudes, we are
enhancing the development of the attributes outlined in the IB learner profile.

Twelve attitudes are defined by the PYP. These are:

e Appreciation o Empathy

e Commitment e Enthusiasm

o Confidence e Independence
o Cooperation o Integrity

e Creativity e Respect

e Curiosity e Tolerance

These attitudes form the basis of what our community values.
Action

In today’s world, it is important that our students see and value the importance of thoughtful
and appropriate action. We need to provide students with opportunities to reflect, choose and
act on issues of importance and relevance to them.

Through planning, teaching and assessment, the five essential elements of curriculum come
together meaningfully.
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Approaches to Learning

Students in the primary years learn through a constructivist approach. This is an active
process in which learners construct new ideas based upon their current and prior knowledge.
The learner selects and interprets information, constructs hypotheses and tests theories.

In order to construct their own understanding, students are provided with a purposeful
sequence of guided experiences that allow them to explore beyond the information given.

To support this learning, six units of
inquiry are explored at each year level
(four in the Early Childhood Learning
Centre). These form a comprehensive
program of inquiry from the Early
Childhood Learning Centre to Year 6. In
collaboration with teachers, students
develop questions that relate to areas of
interest within units. Students then develop
strategies to find answers to their
guestions.

A supportive homeroom environment

- becomes a centre for this guided inquiry,
where students are actively engaged in, and take responsibility for, their own learning, where
positive attitudes are fostered and opportunities for constructive, student initiated action are
encouraged. Students acquire and practise new skills and build new knowledge throughout
these units.

Whilst this approach is a key element of our curriculum delivery, the program of inquiry does
not constitute the school’s whole program. The learning program also acknowledges that
children have different ways of knowing, or styles of learning, as described by Howard
Gardner’s Multiple Intelligences theory. Students have the opportunity to demonstrate their
understanding of concepts, skills and knowledge in a variety of ways, viewed through a
variety of lenses: linguistic; mathematical; spatial; musical; naturalistic; kinaesthetic;
interpersonal and intrapersonal.

This balanced curriculum approach empowers learners and generates a wide scope for them to
explore interests and develop new understandings, skills, abilities and attitudes.
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Assessment

Assessment is an integral part of all teaching and learning experiences. Assessment is the
gathering and analysis of information about student performance. It identifies what students
can do, know, understand and feel at different stages in the learning process and allows them
to demonstrate newly acquired skills and knowledge in a variety of ways.

Assessment is central to achieving our aim of catering for individual needs and helping
students achieve their personal best. It helps teachers identify the point at which a student’s
performance begins to break down. The information gathered is used to adapt future learning
programs and to scaffold experiences that allow individuals to improve their performance.

Assessment happens in all facets of school experience and is instrumental in the achievement
of the PYP’s goal of thoughtfully and effectively guiding students through the five essential
elements of learning: the understanding of concepts, the acquisition of knowledge, the
mastery of skills, the development of attitudes and the decision to take responsible action.

At the beginning and end of the year, formal testing in literacy and numeracy allows for a
starting point and the subsequent tracking of student growth over time, as well as the
identification of students in need of remediation or enrichment. National literacy and
numeracy tests occur in May for students in Years 3, 5, 7 and 9.

In summary, there are two forms of assessment that we use and value at Wesley College.
They are:

o Formative assessment, which is interwoven with daily learning and helps teachers and
students find out what the students already know in order to plan the next stage of
learning. Formative assessment and learning activities are directly linked; neither can
function effectively or purposefully without the other

e Summative assessment, which occurs at the end of the teaching and learning process
and provides students with opportunities to demonstrate what they have learned. It
aims to give teachers and students a clear insight into students’ understanding

The principal purposes of assessing what has been learned are to:
e Determine what the student knows and understands about the world
e Inform and differentiate teaching and learning
e Monitor student progress in terms of the IB learner profile
e Provide feedback to teachers, students and parents

e Monitor the effectiveness of the program

Reporting

Wesley College has an ongoing process of reporting student achievement to parents. This
process has many forms.

Parent-Teacher Discussions

Parent-teacher discussions early in the school year, are used primarily for the teacher to gather
important information about the student. Subsequent interviews provide teachers with an
opportunity to let parents know how their child has settled into their class environment and to
raise any issues.

Student Led Conferences

In providing an opportunity to show the work that they have been doing in class to their
parents, student led conferences also enable students to reflect on their own development as
learners. Specialist programs are reflected in this process through the establishment of stations
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that outline programs, key skills, and allow for students to demonstrate a range of activities
being explored in class.

Portfolios

A portfolio is a collection of student’s work throughout the course of the school year. It tracks
a student’s development in learning areas, thinking skills and reflective practice. It represents
both the process the student followed in order to get to the final product as well as the final
product itself. It includes goals established by the students; self, peer and teacher-assessments
and reflections by both the student and teacher. The portfolio is also used in student led
conferences.

Written Reports

Written reports are sent home to parents at the end of both the first and second semester.
Homeroom teachers write a general pastoral comment for all students in which they reflect on
the student as a learner and make statements against the learner profile of the PYP. In each
subject taught, teachers assess the students against key performance indicators for the year
level.

Exhibition

An exhibition, that represents the culmination of the Primary Years Programme, is held
during Year 6. Students are challenged to take responsibility for the organisation, research
and completion of a detailed inquiry project.

In the process of completing their investigation, students are required to apply the essential
elements they have been using throughout their time at Wesley College. Students also
demonstrate their development and understanding of the learner profile.

This inquiry offers Year 6 students the opportunity and challenge to choose appropriate
action, take action and reflect on these actions in order to make a difference in their
community, in Melbourne and around the world.

Early Childhood Education

As the first formal place of learning for many children, The Early Childhood Learning Centre
(ECLC) acts as an extension of the home and provides an aesthetically beautiful environment
where 3 and 4 year old children are nurtured and valued. Whilst the ECLC is an integral part
of the PYP curriculum framework, the uniqueness of the early childhood learning
environment means that it operates as a discrete learning unit, but utilises the wider resources
of the school. This includes learning spaces and specialist teachers for Visual Arts, Perceptual
Motor Program (PMP), Music, Creative Movement, Swimming and Library.

The Reggio Emilia philosophy, Howard Gardner’s Multiple
Intelligences, the PYP, and the Early Years Learning and
Development framework, all of which support the child’s
development, are implemented in an integrated manner with the
teacher acting as a facilitator, empowering children to develop
and use their abilities to meet challenges, overcome obstacles
and work cooperatively on small team projects.

The environment is set up to encourage the children’s
awareness of, and respect for, self and others, and the
recognition that each space within the ECLC is a learning space.
Children, teachers and parents collaborate to use their various
areas of knowledge to enhance the curriculum and widen the
children’s experiences. This shared wisdom allows for a
network of inquiry to be established and fostered throughout and beyond the ECLC.

The children’s creations and spoken language are well documented so that their progress is
recorded and so the children perceive that a high value is placed on their learning. This
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documentation also helps parents and the community understand how and what the children
are learning.

Learning Areas

The primary years curriculum has been based around six learning areas. Within each area
there are “key disciplines” that have been developed. These currently link with Victorian
educational initiatives. With the imminent introduction of an Australian Curriculum in
English, Mathematics, Science and History, learning areas will be progressively reviewed to
ensure alignment. The Wesley primary years learning areas and relevant key disciplines are:

THE ARTS

The Arts are viewed as a form of expression that is inherent in all cultures. They are a
powerful means to assist in the development of the whole child and are important for
interpreting and understanding the world. The Arts promote imagination, communication,
creativity, social development and original thinking.

Creative Movement

Creative Movement evolves directly from the student’s thoughts, feeling, attitudes and
experiences. During lessons, students have the opportunity to develop their imaginative skills
and creativity and apply these in a variety of situations, working together to share ideas and
make group decisions. They use movement, space, music and other stimuli to explore
concepts in units of inquiry, performing and presenting their ideas in a variety of ways.

Creative Movement is offered to students from Early Childhood through to Year 4.

Drama

Drama explores how we express ourselves physically and vocally. In creating, students
explore the use of facial expressions, gestures, movement, posture and vocal techniques to
convey emotional or cultural meaning to both characters and stories. Students are exposed to
a variety of dramatic forms including impersonation, improvisation, mime, musical, role play,
pantomime, re-enactment, scripted drama, and skit. In responding, students have opportunities
to present their creative work to an audience, to witness their peers in performance and
through this become critically aware audience members.

Students in Year 5 and 6 have drama lessons.

Classroom Music

Classroom music involves the study and
exploration of sound and the expressive use of
musical elements through the singing of songs
and the playing of instruments. Students
develop musical ideas in composition using
musical notation. Over time, they gain an
awareness and appreciation of music in all its
forms, from a range of periods, places and
cultures. They create their own music and
perform it to others, using increasingly
sophisticated instruments. They also learn to
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understanding of notation. Classroom music
lessons occur from Early Childhood to Year 6.
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Instrumental Music Program

In Years 2 and 3, students have the opportunity to participate in a string program, having
small group lessons on violin, viola, cello or double bass. They play in a full class string
ensemble. In Year 4, a class instrumental program operates, whereby students either continue
with their stringed instrument or explore a woodwind or brass instrument. This program
complements the classroom music program.

In Years 5 and 6, an orchestral and band instrumental program runs alongside the classroom
music program. In Year 5, students participate in a round robin instrumental experience in the
string, woodwind and brass instrument families. They then choose the instrument they wish to
continue playing, as part of the general music curriculum.

Private music tuition, in a range of instruments, is available. Private tuition increases personal
skills on their instruments and enables students to participate in cocurricular ensembles.
Further information can be obtained from the Music School.

Visual Arts

Visual Arts as a discipline includes the development of
creative skills, verbal and non-verbal expression, and grer
awareness of the perspectives of others and aesthetic . "
appreciation. Visual arts enable students to communicate in "
powerful ways that go beyond their spoken language
ability. Through this learning area, students can begin to
construct an understanding of their community, their
environment, their own feelings and emotions, and develop |
their cultural awareness.

The program consists of four strands: creative processes, elements of art and design, visual
arts in society, and reflection and appreciation. Each of the strands is addressed separately,
although, in practice, they are interactive and interrelated elements of a comprehensive
program. Through exploration of these strands over time, students explore, develop and
express their ideas using visual arts; consider the practical and theoretical aspects of art and
design; explore the role the visual arts play in society and in diverse cultures (both historical
and contemporary); and, study and appreciate artworks from a range of cultures and media
(including their own work) to develop their understanding of the principles of art and design
in the world around them. Visual Arts run from Early Childhood to Year 6.

LANGUAGE

Language is the main means by which we
communicate with other people and they with us. It
~_is central to all learning and implicit in all
< curriculum. Language development is achieved by
 learning language, learning through language and
learning about language. It is learnt through a range
. of meaningful purposes and contexts and it involves

{ the integration of thinking, listening, speaking,
- reading, writing, viewing and presenting.
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Language: English

Components of the PYP and the Victorian Essential Learning Standards (VELS) form the
core of a comprehensive literacy program which links reading, writing, oral language and
viewing and presenting in meaningful ways. Spelling and grammar are specifically taught in
the context of these areas. The program of inquiry also provides an authentic context for the
learner to develop and use language.

Languages Other Than English

The ability to use a language other than English (LOTE) and move between cultures is
important for full participation in the modern world, especially in the context of increasing
globalisation and Australia’s cultural diversity. Learning a language offers students the
opportunity to:

e Use the language to communicate with its speakers

¢ Understand how language operates as a system and, through comparison, how other
languages, including English, are structured and function

e Gain insights into the culture or cultures that give the language its life and meaning

e Consider their own culture and compare it with the cultures of countries and
communities where the language is spoken

e Add to their general knowledge
e Enhance their vocational prospects

Students learn a LOTE until at least the end of Year 9. From Year 2, students learn Japanese.
In Year 5, students may continue Japanese or begin French. The language chosen in Year 5
continues to be studied in Year 6.

English as a Second Language

Students who have English as their second language (ESL) have the opportunity to experience
small group or one-to-one tuition from ESL teachers. ESL-trained staff act as facilitators to
develop a student’s fluency in, and understanding of English.

MATHEMATICS

The power of mathematics for describing and analysing the world around us is such that it has
become a highly effective tool for solving problems. It is also recognised that students can
appreciate the intrinsic fascination of mathematics and explore the world through its unique
perceptions. In the same way that students describe themselves as “authors” or “artists”, we
also provide students with the opportunity to see themselves as “mathematicians”, where they
enjoy and are enthusiastic when exploring and learning about mathematics.

In the PYP, mathematics is also viewed as a vehicle to support
inquiry, providing a global language through which we make
sense of the world around us. It is intended that students become
competent users of the language of mathematics, and can begin
to use it as a way of thinking, as opposed to seeing it as a series
of facts and equations to be memorised.

The mathematics curriculum is structured around experiences in
space, number, measurement, chance and data, and working
mathematically, built within the framework of VELS and
embedded within the framework of inquiry.
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PERSONAL, SOCIAL, SPIRITUAL AND PHYSICAL DEVELOPMENT
Personal and Social Development

Personal and Social Development are an inherent part of our daily programs. Part of this
process includes students’ continually evolving understandings of the learner profile.

A Circle Time program is provided to students in Prep and Year 1. It offers explicit teaching
time to explore both group and individual social and learning skills. In each session the
children take part in a variety of activities designed to increase their understanding and
valuing of self, understanding and valuing of others and positive relationships.

Spiritual Development

Spirituality involves the nurturing of skills, symbolic
systems and concepts to give access to values,
attitudes and moral systems. Students are provided
with opportunities to make personal meaning of a =3
philosophical and spiritual kind and develop codes
of behaviour consistent with the values of Wesley
College and the Uniting Church.

Lessons may be discrete or be part of units of
inquiry. Spirituality is also explored during
assemblies and chapel services.

Physical Development
Health

Health education is a broad area of learning concerned with fulfilment and well-being in
everyday life. It looks at the interrelationships between the physical, cognitive, social and
emotional aspects of health and well-being. Key elements of health education are developed
within the PYP framework from Early Childhood to Year 6.

Students in Years 5 and 6 also experience practical cooking lessons throughout the year,
where the emphasis is on learning basic food preparation, cooking techniques and hygiene
practices, within a framework of nutrition.

Physical Education

Physical Education offers students the opportunity
to discover the capabilities of their bodies and the
variety of ways in which they are able to use them
to solve problems, address physical challenges,
function as part of a group, manipulate equipment
and express themselves in a range of situations.
Students develop their motor skills, physical
abilities and game strategies through carefully
sequenced skill development units, which explore
throwing and catching, striking, fitness, gymnastics,
athletics, dance and minor games.

Swimming is taught throughout the year from 4 year old (full time) to Year 6.

Perceptual Motor Program

A Perceptual Motor Program (PMP) runs in both ECLC year levels, Prep and Year 1. This
progam provides a series of planned, sequentially structured motor experiences for children
designed to develop the whole child, not just a particular skill. The program is designed to
assist each child to function more successfully in all areas of the school curriculum.
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SOCIAL STUDIES, SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY
Social Studies

Social Studies helps students to develop their personal,
family, ethnic and cultural identities; to make informed
and reasoned decisions about their classroom, the school
and the world; and, to understand themselves in relation
to the past, the environment and society. Social Studies
actively values all cultures and peoples.

Many aspects of Social Studies are built into PYP units
of inquiry, particularly those to do with people,
economics, history and geography.

Science

Science is the exploration of behaviour and the
interrelationships among the natural, physical and
material worlds, using the rational process of
scientific inquiry. Science is universal and cuts
across gender, linguistic and national bias and
transcends boundaries.

It develops an understanding of, and competence
in, using the facilities of a rapidly changing
scientific and technological world. It also develops
a positive image of science and its contribution to
the quality of life today.

Technology

The term “technology” refers to the equipment and processes used to maintain, manipulate,
enhance and modify the environment and resources, in order to support human endeavour. It
involves the purposeful application of knowledge, skills, equipment, materials, energy and
data to create useful products.

Through technology education, students are challenged by problems in familiar, “real-life”
contexts. An outline of the problem to be addressed is clearly provided through which
students are able to explore and extend their understanding that often there is more than one
solution to every problem.
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Individual Needs

While acknowledging that all students have individual differences, which are catered for in
classroom programs, there are some individual areas of need that are provided for via
supplementary programs within the Individual Needs department.

GIFTED AND TALENTED

Opportunities exist for highly-able students to experience a variety of learning situations
suitable for their individual needs. Differentiated class programs provide a challenge to these
students in more traditional learning areas, while problem solving sessions take their thinking
further. Activities involve a range of thinking strategies and processes.

LEARNING SUPPORT

For some students, their individual differences create barriers to their learning. A range of
strategies, skills and opportunities for clarification may be required to help them access the
curriculum more readily to bring about positive and successful learning. Structured and
supportive sessions at an individual or small group level are offered. These are supported by
close collaboration with the class teacher and other professionals, such as therapists, as part of
an individual learning provision. Academic, social and physical development considerations
underpin learning support.

Reading Recovery

Reading Recovery is an individual program that is offered to Year 1 students. This program is
a daily 30 minute session that can run between six and twenty weeks. The focus is on reading,
writing and phonic work.

Multilit

This individual program provides intensive, systematic instruction in three main areas. These
are “phonics” or word attack skills, sight word recognition and supported book reading.

Bridges

Bridges is a comprehensive literacy program for students in the early years of school who
require additional assistance. It is often used to support students either before or after Reading
Recovery.

It has a number of key elements:
e One-to-one intervention
e Daily lessons
¢ Flexible program from three — thirty weeks

e Emphasis on reading and word discovery

Extending Mathematics Understanding

The Extending Mathematics Understanding (EMU) program is a mathematics intervention
and additional assistance program for students in the early years of schooling and beyond. It
is an approach to assisting students who are vulnerable in aspects of number learning and at
risk of not learning school mathematics successfully. This program can be utilised either
individually, in a small group or within the classroom with program planning support.
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Elementary Maths Mastery

An early bird program is available for identified students to support the development of
foundation mathematical skills at Years 3 — 6 levels.

Funding for Specific Difficulties

We are an inclusive learning environment; students with specific disabilities who satisfy the
criteria for funding support from the Literacy, Numeracy and Special Learning Needs
(LNSLN) program offered by both State and Federal governments may receive support from
Individual Needs aides for part of their school day.

There is also supplementary therapy or visiting teacher support, dependent upon the needs,
and in some cases, year level of the student. The disabilities need to fall within one or more of
the following categories:

¢ Intellectual Disability

e Severe Language Disorder
e Severe Emotional Disorder
e Autism Spectrum Disorder
e Physical Disability

e Vision Impairment

e Hearing Impairment

Homework
At Wesley College, we believe that homework should be:
e Appropriate to students’ skill level and age
e Interesting and challenging
o Balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities
e Purposeful, meaningful and relevant to curriculum
e Regularly assessed with feedback and support provided

Homework assists in the development of organisational and time management skills. It
encourages responsibility, independent learning and self discipline. The amount of homework
expected is relative to the student’s year level.

Learning Technology

Learning Technology refers to the equipment and processes people use to maintain,
manipulate, enhance and modify their environment and resources to support effective
learning.

Learning Technology is integrated into teaching and learning programs where practicable. A
bank of desktop computers is contained in each of the Early Childhood to Year 4 classrooms
for student use. As well as this, students in Prep to Year 4 have access to class sets of
notebook computers, which may be connected anywhere in the Junior School via a wireless
network.
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Notebook computers become a more integral part of the Wesley College approach to learning
from Year 5 onwards, when each student has their own notebook computer (NBC). These
become valuable tools for connecting learning in all
areas of the curriculum. Students continue to
develop skills and extend and explore their
understanding of software applications, the
possibilities of the internet, and explore the creative
potential of  the medium. Information
Communication Technology (ICT) skills are
developed in an integrated manner through all key
learning areas.

Environmental Education

The College is environmentally aware and is committed to educating children about the
environment and ecological sustainability, with regard to the codependent and complex nature
of natural and human-made systems. Students are encouraged to be proactive in a community
setting, where a combination of agricultural practices, waste minimisation and recycling
strategies are used to enhance and extend understandings of ecology and factors affecting
sustainability. By engaging children in this manner, we hope to prepare and empower them to
improve their environment, both locally and globally, in an active and practical manner.

Education in the Outdoors

A sequential program of education in the outdoors is offered from Year 3 onwards at unique
locations around the state.

Students in Years 3, 4 and 5 attend Chum Creek Camp, a bush property 80km northeast of
Melbourne. The focus for these experiences is on feeling comfortable with the outdoor
environment, understanding ecological concepts and introducing ways to enjoy the foothills,
forest and waterways of the Central Highlands.

In Year 6, students visit Camp Mallana on the Banksia Peninsula, south of Bairnsdale. Here,
students focus on animal, plant and human adaptation to life around a lake environment.

The Education in the Outdoors programs often have direct links to units of inquiry, thus
enriching and enhancing these units.

GW Primary Years Curriculum Guide, 2012 Page 18



Cocurricular Activities

A range of cocurricular activities is offered. Activities are widely advertised in newsletters
and individual flyers.

Opportunities exist for students to be part of performing arts groups, for example, Junior
School choir, strings and percussion groups, and orchestras and ensembles from Year 5. All
Junior School students participate in a Years 5, 6 and 7 biennial musical production. All
students in Years 5 and 6 are able to participate in the annual musical.

Years 5 and 6 students participate in interschool sport in the Associated Public School (APS)
program, with training and matches occurring during the school day.
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Sample Program of Inquiry

The following framework is used by teachers to plan learning experiences across the
curriculum for students. This framework is reviewed regularly to ensure that units remain
significant, relevant, challenging and engaging.

ECLC -3 YEAR OLD KINDERGARTEN

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are
Key concepts: Change, Form

Central idea:

Every day | can learn about who | am
Lines of inquiry:

¢ My physical character

e How I am growing and changing

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concepts: Form, Function, Reflection
Central idea:

People use different materials and resources
to express their feelings and ideas

Lines of inquiry:

e The properties of different materials and

how to use them

e How objects and materials can be used
for different purposes in an imaginative
way

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works
Key concepts: Change, Form
Central idea:
Light and shadows change in a variety of
ways
Lines of inquiry:
e The nature of light

e The use of light for different purposes

e How light can be changed

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves
Key concept: Function
Central idea:
Everyday we can explore the community to
which we belong
Lines of inquiry:
e What is the ECLC?

¢ Being part of a community of learners

e Making contributions within the
community

¢ Developing an essential agreement

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the

planet

Key concepts: Change, Form, Responsibility

Central idea: 3 & 4 Year Old

Plants are a life sustaining resource for us

and other living things

Lines of inquiry:

e What plants provide for us and other
living things

e The structure of a plant
e Caring for plant life
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ECLC -4 YEAR OLD PRE-PREP

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are
Key concepts: Form, Perspective
Central idea:

People need families and friends

Lines of inquiry:

e How families are similar and different

¢ Why people need families and friends
o Families and friends around the world
e School as an extension of the family
e How we can make and keep friends

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concepts: Form, Connection

Central idea:

Stories inform and provoke us; they give us
pleasure and help to develop imagination and
creative thinking processes

Lines of inquiry:

Our favourite stories

The retelling of stories
Recording and acting out stories
How stories make us feel

What we learn from stories

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works
Key concepts: Change, Form
Central idea:
Light and shadows change in a variety of
ways
Lines of inquiry:
e The nature of light

e The use of light for different purposes

e How light can be changed

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves

Key concept: Function

Central idea:

Everyday we can explore the community to
which we belong

Lines of inquiry:

What is the ECLC?
Being part of a community of learners

Making contributions within the
community

Developing an essential agreement

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the
planet

Key concepts: Form, Change, Responsibility

Central idea: 3& 4 YO

Plants are a life sustaining resource for us

and other living things

Lines of inquiry:

e What plants provide for us and other
living things

e The structure of a plant
o Caring for plant life
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PREP

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are

Key concept: Causation

Central idea:

Healthy food and exercise contribute to good
health

Lines of inquiry:

¢ Healthy food choices

e Exercise

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Form, Function

Central idea:

Children learn and play through the
exploration of their physical environment
Lines of inquiry:

e Wesley College Junior School

e Why people come to our school

e The essential agreements, routines and
people that help our school function

o Another school

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express

ourselves

Key concepts: Reflection, Perspective

Central idea:

Individuals use different forms of expression

to convey their feelings

Lines of inquiry:

¢ The different ways people express
themselves

e What makes us unique

e How we can express our feelings through
visual arts, PE, music, creative
movement, library and circle time

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works
Key concept: Change
Central idea:
Weather affects our daily lives
Lines of inquiry:
e Daily weather

o How weather affects us

e The seasons

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves
Key concept: Connection
Central idea:
Services exist to accommodate our needs and
wants
Lines of inquiry:
e The services shops provide

o The differences between needs and wants

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet
Key concept: Responsibility

Central idea:

Living things and their environment are
interdependent

Lines of inquiry:

e Animal habitats

e Our responsibility towards animals
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YEAR 1

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are

Key concepts: Connection, Responsibility
Central idea:

Our interactions in situations may affect how
others perceive and respond to us

Lines of inquiry:

e The nature and type of social interactions

e The importance of socially acceptable
behaviour in learning situations

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time
Key concepts: Causation, Change,
Connection
Central idea:
The way we live has changed over time
Lines of inquiry:
e Childhood today is different from the past

e What has caused people’s lives to change

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concept: Perspective

Central idea:
A variety of signs and symbols systems have
been developed in order to communicate
Lines of inquiry:

e Who uses signs and symbols

e The purpose of specific systems

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works
Key concepts: Form, Function
Central idea:
Tools and simple machines are used to make
life easier for their users
Lines of inquiry:
e The design features of various tools

e The impact of tools on our lives

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves

Key concepts: Connection, Function
Central idea:

Communities rely on services to function
Lines of inquiry:

o How different services assist the

community

e The people involved in providing these
services

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet
Key concepts: Causation, Responsibility
Central idea:

Our actions have an impact on the
environment

Lines of inquiry:

e People’s impact on the environment

e The actions people are required to make

in order to reduce our impact on the
environment
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YEAR 2

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are
Key concepts: Causation, Perspective
Central idea:

Significant commemorations are shared in
different ways and for different reasons
Lines of inquiry:

o Different commemorations

e The purpose and history of various
commemorations

e Features that many commemorations
have in common

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Change, Connection,
Reflection

Central idea:

Identity evolves over time

Lines of inquiry:

e What is our personal identity?

e How we have changed over time

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express

ourselves

Key concepts: Form, Perspective

Central idea:

There are many ways to communicate

emotions, ideas and attitudes

Lines of inquiry:

o Ways we express ourselves visually and
artistically

e Emotions and experiences

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works

Key concepts: Connection, Form, Function
Central idea:
The Earth is part of a complex universe
Lines of inquiry:

o Effects of celestial bodies on Earth

o Features that make up the universe

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves

Key concepts: Connection, Function
Central idea:

Systems are directly related to the needs of a
community

Lines of inquiry:

e Systems in our school

o Transportation systems in the City of
Melbourne

e Ways in which systems are
interconnected

Case study: Transportaion

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet
Key concepts: Causation, Responsibility
Central idea:

Humans have an impact on, and
responsibility for, the ecosystems of the
world

Lines of inquiry

e The influence of humans on water

habitats

o Water-based ecosystems

e Human responsibility towards aquatic
food chains

Case study: Waterways
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YEAR 3

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are
Key concepts: Connection, Form, Function
Central idea:
Our body is a network of systems that
requires a healthy lifestyle to function
effectively

Lines of inquiry:

e The human body systems

e What it means to be physically and
mentally healthy

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Causation, Reflection,
Responsibility

Central idea:

People migrate to meet a variety of needs
Lines of inquiry:

e The reasons that people migrate

e The experiences of immigrants

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concepts: Connection, Perspective
Central idea:

Indigenous peoples have always had a need
to express their beliefs, feelings and culture
Lines of inquiry:

e The cultural diversity of indigenous

people

Case study: An introduction to
indigenous Australians — the Wurundjeri
people

e The many ways that indigenous people
express their beliefs, feelings and culture

e The connection between indigenous
people of the past and those living in
contemporary societies

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works

Key concepts: Causation, Function
Central idea:

People use their knowledge of scientific
principles to meet specific needs

Lines of inquiry:

e The scientific principles that enable an

object to fly

e The reasons that people have developed
flying machines

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise

ourselves

Key concepts: Causation, Reflection

Central idea:

People are affected by societal values and

decision making

Lines of inquiry:

e All children have rights and
responsibilities

e As human beings, children around the
world are the same; it is their experiences
that differ

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet

Key concepts: Change, Responsibility

Central idea:

The energy sources that people choose today

determine how the world will be for future

generations

Lines of inquiry:

e The ways that energy resources are
transformed to provide electricity

e The responsibility of choosing an energy
source
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YEAR 4

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are

Key concepts: Connection, Perspective,
Reflection

Central idea:

Spiritual beliefs contribute to the diversity of
human life

Lines of inquiry:

e What we believe

e Similarities and differences of major
world religions

e The impact of religions and spiritual
traditions on society

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Causation, Change

Central idea:

Exploration leads to discovery and develops
new understandings

Lines of inquiry:

e Reasons for exploration

e What we learn through exploration

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concepts: Connection, Perspective,
Reflection

Central idea:
We discover more when we reflect on other
ways of knowing

Lines of inquiry:

e The importance and value of storytelling

as a way of learning and understanding

e Cultural understandings can be shared by
different modes of expression

e The importance of land to the culture of
indigenous people

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works

Key concepts: Causation, Change, Form,
Function

Central idea:

Interactions in the natural world impact on
environments

Lines of inquiry:

¢ Factors which cause natural disasters

e The impact of natural disasters on the
environment

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise

ourselves

Key concept: Connection

Central idea:

Personal qualities, beliefs and situations

shape leaders

Lines of inquiry:

e Qualities, beliefs and situations that
define a leader

o Leaders in all areas of life
e The Year 4 Leadership Program

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet
Key concepts: Causation, Responsibility
Central idea:

We influence our world by how we use our
fuels, our water and our land

Lines of inquiry:

o Impact of our fuel, water and land use
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YEAR 5

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are

Key concepts: Causation, Change

Central idea:

People develop ways to enhance their

performance

Lines of inquiry:

e The strategies and technologies that
people develop to enhance their
performance

e The reasons why people want to enhance
their performance

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Change, Connection
Central idea:

The discovery of natural resources has
impacted the growth and development of
nations

Lines of inquiry:

¢ The Victorian gold rush of the 1850s

e The arrival of people from other

countries and the contribution they made
to the goldfields

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express

ourselves

Key concept: Perspective

Central idea:

How we perceive ourselves can influence our

relationships with others

Lines of inquiry:

o Self perception both influences, and is
influenced by, our interactions with
others

o Resilience

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works

Key concepts: Form, Reflection

Central idea:
The strength and stability of man-made
structures is achieved in different ways
Lines of inquiry:

e The practical application of geometry

o Different construction solutions can
achieve similar outcomes

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise

ourselves

Key concepts: Function, Responsibility

Central idea:

Individuals can manage their income in

different ways

Lines of inquiry:

e The factors that influence our level of
income

e The choices we make in managing our
income

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet

Key concepts: Connection, Perspective

Central idea:

Our ability to care for country can be

influenced by people’s cultural heritage

Lines of inquiry:

e The relationship between culture and the
natural environment

o Responsibilities regarding resources
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YEAR 6

Transdisciplinary theme: Who we are

Key concepts: Reflection, Responsibility
Central idea:

Understanding different ways of learning
enables people to respond to their own needs
as well as those of others

Lines of inquiry:

e What do I need to work effectively?

e How we can use our knowledge of

learning styles and intelligences to
respond to our needs and those of others

Transdisciplinary theme: Where we are in
place and time

Key concepts: Causation, Change, Function
Central idea:
Ancient civilisations provided the
foundations for modern day life

Lines of inquiry:

e The place and time of ancient

civilisations

o Beliefs, technologies and customs of
ancient civilisations

Transdisciplinary theme: How we express
ourselves

Key concepts: Change, Perspective
Central idea:

People’s outward appearances can lead to
perceptions and misconceptions

Lines of inquiry:

e To be confirmed

Transdisciplinary theme: How the world
works

Key concepts: Change, Connection
Central idea:
Technology is connected to the way people
live

Lines of inquiry:

e Technology has a function

e Technology evolves

e Technology directs the way people live

Transdisciplinary theme: How we organise
ourselves

Key concepts: Causation, Connection
Central idea:

Being immersed in language can lead to a
deeper understanding of culture

Lines of inquiry:

e The impact of early settlement

¢ Indigenous Australian languages

e The connection between culture and
identity

Transdisciplinary theme: Sharing the planet
Key concepts: Causation, Perspective
Central idea:

Finding peaceful solutions to conflict can
lead to a better quality of human life

Lines of inquiry:

e Forms of conflict

e Steps to resolving conflict
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Key Contacts at Glen Waverley Campus

All course details are located at:

www.wesleycollege.net

Select Portal > Teaching and Learning >Curriculum >Primary Years > 2012 Curriculum

Questions relating to Glen Waverley campus should be directed to:

Bronwyn Morgan

Head of Junior School (Early Childhood to Year 4)
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6523

Email: bronwyn.morgan@wesleycollege.net

or

Kollen Sussman
Head of Middle School (Years 5 to 9)
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6528

Email: kollen.sussman@wesleycollege.net

Questions relating to curriculum should be directed to:

Kathy Saville
Deputy Director of Curriculum
Tel: + 61 8102 6523

Email: kathy.saville@wesleycollege.net

Enrolment enquiries should be directed to:
Admissions office
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6508

Email: gw.admissions@wesleycollege.net
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