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Vision Statement 

 
 

  

 
 

WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE 
 
 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 
 

A world class coeducational independent school 
 

developing the whole person 
 

through 
 

 timeless principles of learning – 
 

to know 
 
to do 
 
to live with 
 
to be  

 
with innovation and wisdom. 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

adapted from UNESCO 
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Core Values Statement 
 
 

  
 

 

 

 
WESLEY COLLEGE MELBOURNE 

 
 

UNITING CHURCH IN AUSTRALIA 
 
 

A world class coeducational independent school 
 

whose distinctive ethos 
 

values 
 

 The individual talents and worth of each in its community 
 
 An open entry policy and achievement of personal best in all areas 
 
 A diverse, balanced curriculum, enabling students to excel academically 
 
 Openness and creativity 
 
 Care for the emotional and social well-being of everyone in its community 
 
 A broad understanding of human and cultural diversity, nurturing commitment to social 

justice 
 
 Spirituality, embracing Christianity and other faiths 
 
 Its history and traditions 
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Approaches to Learning in Senior School Years 

The Senior School endeavours to promote an adult style learning environment that is appropriate for 
15–18 year olds.  Consistent with this approach, we encourage students to be proactive in keeping 
themselves informed of developments around the campus and to initiate action to solve any problems 
and issues that arise. We strongly encourage our students to keep their parents and guardians well 
informed of developments at school as appropriate. The school consults actively with parents and 
guardians in regard to issues that are sensitive and difficult to resolve. We encourage parents and 
guardians to maintain regular contact with the school about pastoral matters and for information 
regarding student progress. 
 
Students in Senior School will experience a diverse range of teaching styles. They will also be 
expected to participate in a wide variety of learning experiences. The Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE), which may also include Vocational Education and Training (VCE VET) subjects, 
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) and the National Diploma of Education,1  all 
require students to develop independent working skills. Year 10 plays a critical role in the 
development and refinement of these important skills. The increased focus on independent working 
skills at this level is considered to be necessary for establishing a successful transition pathway to 
tertiary education or to the world of employment. The aim of the senior years’ curriculum is to provide 
students with comprehensive breadth, and appropriately challenging and rigorous learning experiences 
that ensure their development of competence in all key learning areas within a learner-centred 
environment. The curriculum provides our students with opportunities to: 
 

 Explore individual and group identities 
 Develop relationships with peers and adults in an environment which supports difference and 

diversity 
 Negotiate and collaborate with each other in a variety of complex and challenging real world 

contexts 
 Develop organisational skills 

 
Senior School students benefit from ongoing developments in the fields of information and 
communication technology, as these prove increasingly effective in enriching the learning experience 
at this level. Students in the Senior School have available to them the most current and appropriate 
equipment and facilities in this regard such as notebook computers, wireless enabled internet access 
and an ever growing collection of relevant software and networked resources. 

E-Learning  

As part of Wesley College’s strategy to be an active, energetic and resourceful school where new ideas 
and innovation are developed, practised, evaluated and shared, E-Learning continues to increase in 
importance as a mode of curriculum delivery and access for senior students across the college. 
 
E-learning allows students from Glen Waverley and St Kilda Road to participate in the same class, in 
real time, using various learning technologies wherever feasible and appropriate. 

 

Assessment  

The role of assessment in the curriculum is vital in providing information about students and their 
learning to teachers, school administrators, parents and, most importantly, to the students themselves. 
Students need to know how well they are achieving across the range of subjects they study and how 
they can best improve. Parents need to know of the progress their children are making as well as the 
roles they could play to assist in their children’s learning.  Teachers are also concerned with how well 

                                                           
1 The National Diploma of Education is a unique approach to academic learning within a vocational and personal development framework. 
Developed by the Australian Council for Educational Research (ACER), the National Diploma of Education has been on offer to Year 11 
students at Wesley College from the 2011 school year. 

 



each child is doing, the effectiveness of their teaching methods and how well they are meeting the 
objectives of the course. 
 
At Wesley College assessment is an ongoing process in which different techniques are used to cater 
for various learning styles and to provide a rich profile of student learning. 
 
Assessment at Wesley College values the process of learning and aims for consistency in the 
interpretation of student achievement. Assessment types include formative and summative assessment:  
 

Formative assessment is used to improve student learning. It is ongoing and continually 
provides feedback to students with regard to their learning and achievement. This type of 
assessment often includes observations made during classes, self and peer assessment, 
specific tasks, performances and pre-teaching diagnostic tests. 
 

Summative assessment determines the student’s level of achievement or competence at 
the end of a course or unit of work. This type of assessment includes class tests, practical 
tasks and assignments that encompass a wide range of activities as well as end of 
semester examinations. Grading in Years 10, 11 and 12 replicates the systems used by the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) and the International 
Baccalaureate (IB). 

 

Reporting 

The purposes of reporting are to communicate information gathered through assessment and to make 
recommendations for learning. This is a shared process that brings teachers, students and parents or 
guardians together in appropriate conversation. Reporting is essential to improving student learning 
outcomes. Effective reporting occurs when there is open communication between students, teachers 
and parents, or guardians, in a way that maximises learning opportunities for the student. 
 
Reporting opportunities at Wesley College include: 
 

 Goal setting 
 Formal student review meetings 
 Informal interviews with students and or parents/guardians 
 Conversations via email and/or phone contact between teacher and parents/guardians 
 Progress reports 
 Summative semester reports 

 

Home Learning and Independent Study 

Carefully structured home learning is an integral part of the learning experience in the Wesley College 
Senior School. It provides students with opportunities for consolidating and clarifying new knowledge, 
skills and understandings, and for reflecting on their progress as well as their needs as independent 
learners.  
 
Students in Senior School must devote some time each week to the planning and organising of 
upcoming events, tasks and commitments.  It is expected that students are self-directed in relation to 
organising their time with respect to homework and independent study. The Record Book provided by 
the school is a vital tool in helping students to achieve this expectation. 
 
Year 10: It is recommended that students in Year 10 complete approximately 12 hours of homework 
and personal study per week, plus additional time, where appropriate, for those studying VCE and/or 
VCE VET subjects. 
 
Years 11-12: Students in Years 11 and 12 should complete approximately 20–30 hours of homework 
and personal study per week. Study should consist of revision, undertaking self-directed exercises and 
activities that deepen understanding. 
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Parents are encouraged to take an active interest in the way their child completes both school assigned 
and personal study tasks. This could involve helping create a suitable learning environment, 
encouraging the disciplined use of time and minimising distractions. 
 

Cocurricular Activities 

A range of cocurricular activities is offered within the school.  Activities are advertised widely on 
noticeboards within the Senior School at House and tutorial meetings and in the weekly online campus 
newsletters.  
 
Years 10-11: It is compulsory for all students in Years 10 and 11 to participate in two seasons of 
compulsory cocurricular activities, one of which must be sport in either the summer or winter season.  
Students are encouraged to participate in sport throughout the whole year.  
 
Year 12: It is compulsory for students in Year 12 to participate in one season of compulsory sport.  
 
Senior School students are encouraged to participate in all areas of the Performing Arts, for example, 
orchestras, bands, choirs, ensembles and school productions. A number of interest groups and clubs 
are active on the campus and students have opportunities to initiate and participate in a wide range of 
activities. 
 

Readiness for Senior School 

Promotion from Year 9 to Year 10 

To be promoted from Year 9 to Year 10, a student must complete all subjects to a minimum standard 
such that the student has developed the skills and met specific subject criteria that will enable 
successful progression through Senior School. The grades achieved by students form the basis for 
promotion and a C grade is required in all core and elective subjects for automatic promotion to Year 
10. In addition, the student must be able to construct an appropriate Year 10 individual course of study 
and obtain the approval of the Head of Middle School for promotion. 
 
Students wishing to undertake a Victorian Certificate of Education (VCE) or a Vocational Education 
and Training (VCE VET) subject as part of their Year 10 studies will be expected to achieve good 
results across all Year 9 subjects and should be achieving high grades (B+ or above) in the subjects 
most related to their intended VCE choice.  

Promotion from Year 10 to Year 11  

To be promoted from Year 10 to Year 11, a student must complete all subjects to a standard such that 
the student has developed the skills and met specific subject criteria that will enable successful 
progression through the Senior School program. The grades achieved by students are used as the basis 
for promotion and a C grade is required in all core and elective subjects for automatic promotion to 
Year 11.  In addition, the student must be able to construct a viable Year 11 individual course of study 
in the VCE, DP or National Diploma of Education and obtain the approval of the Head of Senior 
School for promotion.  
 
Students may study a VCE subject at a Units 3 & 4 level in Year 11 if they are well organised and 
academically suited.  Students who wish to undertake a Units 3 & 4 study in Year 11 will be expected 
to achieve good grades in all Year 10 subjects, with a B grade or above in the equivalent Units 1 & 2 
subject studied. They must also receive the consent of the Senior Years Curriculum Coordinators. 

Promotion from Year 11 to Year 12:  VCE Pathway 

To gain promotion into Year 12, a student must achieve a C grade, or better, in ten units including 
English, a minimum borderline performance in all other units, and demonstrate a conscientious effort 
in all units as shown in tests during and at the end of the year. As well, they must be able to construct a 
viable Year 12 individual course to study in the VCE, and obtain the approval of the Head of Senior 
School. 
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Promotion from Year 11 to Year 12:  DP Pathway 

To obtain entry into Year 12 DP, students must achieve a Grade 4, or better, in all subjects studied in 
Year 11 and demonstrate a conscientious effort in all their studies, including the Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK) component as well as appropriate progress in the Creativity, Action and Service (CAS) 
program and the Extended Essay. They must also be able to construct a viable Year 12 DP individual 
course of study that includes three subjects to be studied at Higher Level (HL) and another three at 
Standard Level (SL). 
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Selecting a Curriculum Program and Subjects for Study 

In selecting a Senior School curriculum program, students should initially consider their:  
 

 Personal interests 
 Academic strengths and  
 Preferred learning styles 

and then during Term 3 of Years 9 and 10, consider their: 
 

 Future career aspirations 
 Tertiary entrance requirements 

 
Students should use the Year 10, VCE, DP and National Diploma of Education sample planners at the 
end of this booklet to explore the options within each program of study and to determine which one 
would best suit their interests and needs. Experience shows that if a student has not been successful in 
a subject in Year 10 or in the study of VCE Units 1 & 2, the prospect of future success in a study 
related to that subject or those units is likely to be low. Students who are unable to cope with units 
within a study tend to lose confidence in their abilities and their performance in the other subjects they 
study may suffer as well. 

The relevance of a study to a career 

Some tertiary courses require students to have previously studied certain subjects while other subjects 
may be recommended. The Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC) Guide is an indispensable 
resource for consultation in the process of course selection. The guide is usually available in July or 
August and a copy can be obtained from the Careers Counsellors at the school. Students and parents 
are advised to consider carefully the prerequisites for various tertiary courses and to consult with the 
Careers Counsellors if they have any questions about these. 
 
The career aspirations of students need to be realistic. The ability of a student to address a study or 
subject competently is a useful guide in this regard and is as important as career aspirations. 
 

Supporting Learning in the Senior School 

Library Services 

 
Besides an outstanding print collection, and quality online resources for all Years 10, 11 and 12 
subjects the Wesley College Library provide access to quality fiction and recreational reading. The 
Library staff provides a range of programs to support learning, reading and information literacy across 
the College. There is a designated private study area in the library for senior students upstairs. The 
library is open daily from 8.00am until 5.00pm, and provides access during term holidays also.  
 
At the Senior School level the Library staff provide: 
 

 One on one support for any student requiring assistance with a research or inquiry task, or 
referencing of written essays or assignments  

 Workshops for the IB Diploma Extended Essay, 
 Workshops on using the online citation manager Ref Works 
 Day to day practical assistance with computer related tasks, printing etc 

 
The Library now provides an innovative interface online which can be accesses anywhere in the 
College and from home via http://wesleycollege.aquabrowser.com 
This browser is a search and discovery system that enables a relevancy ranked search across all library 
resources print, electronic and streaming video including databases such as MasterFile Elite, 
AustraliafNZ Reference Centre, Magill Literature, c-Library, The Age True-to Print, TV News, 
JSTOR, Echo On-Line, and WorldBook Encyclopaedia and Britannica On-Line Click view library. 
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Students can place reservations from the screen, as well as export citations directly from the browser 
for future referencing and bibliographies. 
 
The Library Intranet will be available for use in 2012 and can be accessed from the College portal. It 
will provide another access point to library resources and includes:  

 Topic guides — these are resource guides prepared by librarians to help students find 
information for relevant topics 

 Referencing guide 
 Extended Essay guide 
 Categorisation of and links to a number of useful websites  
 DP and VCE information pages, which include links to university and special libraries  
 Subject Resources, including links to on-line periodicals in subject areas such as Economics, 

Language, Art, Science etc  
 Videos on many topics can be streamed directly to notebooks  

The Career Centre 

 
Career Development 
 
With the rapidly changing nature of work the definition of career has also changed, particularly for 
career practitioners. Career Development is now seen as being much larger than an occupation or job. 
It spans our lifetime and is about everything that we do in life, particularly our learning experiences, 
work and ability to manage change. 
 
Most students may have up to five different careers in their lifetime, some of those being 
in occupations that do not yet exist. Career practitioners have the challenge of introducing 
students to career development and the difficult task of preparing for postschool options. 
 
A variety of programs and services is offered through the Career Centre which is designed to assist 
students to make a fully informed choice, knowing all their options and the consequence of each. 
These include but are not limited to areas such as Year 10 Work Experience, Senior School subject 
and course counselling, career testing, tertiary applications, career events such as the biennial career 
expo, guest presentations and information sessions, and a fortnightly newsletter. 
 
The careers area has an abundance of resources and information for students. All they have to 
do is walk in! 
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Year 10 Curriculum Overview – Exploring Options: Building Pathways for 
the Future 

Introduction 

Year 10 is a time for students to make some decisions, to experiment, to acquire new learning 
experiences, to make a commitment to learning, to develop resilience and to establish a pathway. It is 
also a year in which students are required to build on the essential learning of subject disciplines as 
they navigate their individual learning journey. 
 
The Year 10 curriculum program comprises a broad range of mandatory and elective studies aimed at 
ensuring breadth and depth of study across five key domains of learning. Such an arrangement allows 
students the flexibility to explore personal interests, and provides them with ample opportunities for 
choice in line with their personal inclinations, abilities and future educational and career aspirations. 
Envisaged as a foundational program, the Year 10 curriculum equips students with the knowledge, 
skills and attitudes that ensure their readiness for the VCE, the VCE VET, the National Diploma of 
Education or it is the DP, whichever is the student’s program of choice. 
 
The flexible structure of the Year 10 curriculum program makes it possible to accommodate the 
interests and needs of all students. This flexibility is intended to facilitate student learning about the 
power, motivation, commitment and responsibility that come with choice.  
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The Five Domains of Learning  

The five main domains of learning around which the Year 10 curriculum has been organised are 
identified and described below: 

Language & Culture 

This domain of learning consists of two discipline groups - the first is English (including English as a 
Second Language); the second discipline group comprises Additional Language Study courses as well 
as courses in Language and Culture Study that are aimed at enhancing language awareness among 
students. It is a domain of learning that acknowledges the importance of language and cultural 
competence and language awareness in the emotional, intellectual, psychological, social and spiritual 
development of students at this year level. It addresses issues essential to the overall well being of 
students such as the ability to communicate productively and express themselves effectively in the 
language(s) that relate to their own identities and/or aspirations. The emphasis on mother tongue (or 
language of curriculum instruction) competence and on familiarity with a second language and/or 
culture is consistent with the principles of “Learning To Be” and “Learning To Live With” both of 
which occupy a central position in the values that Wesley College seeks to foster among its students. 

Enquiries into how the Universe Functions 

What are the principles that hold the universe together as a spatial, temporal and physical life 
sustaining system? What are the rules that govern, enhance, threaten, secure and promote the 
continuity of life on our earth? These are questions that students at this level of study will be 
encouraged to explore, engage with and relate to in a wide variety of ways. This domain of learning 
comprises two discipline groups, Mathematics and the Experimental Sciences. It offers exposure to the 
appropriate knowledge base as well as the processes that enable productive engagement with questions 
such as those posed. It is a domain of learning that should contribute significantly to making active, 
knowledgeable, reflective and analytical enquirers of students at this level.   

Living & Interacting with our World 

It is important that students at Year 10 level are able to appreciate and reflect on the what, how and 
why of human interactions with each other and with the world in which they live. It is equally 
important that students are able to reflect on how the ways in which human beings conduct their 
affairs impact on the resources, environments and spaces (emotional, intellectual, natural, physical, 
psychological, social and spiritual) that constitute the realm of their operation. This learning domain 
comprises the Humanities and Business Studies. In exploring human behaviours as they affect the 
continued existence of humanity as we know it and the sustainability of our shared resources on our 
one planet, this domain of learning is linked directly in purpose and content with all four timeless 
principles of learning. It provides tremendous opportunities for students to explore connections 
between local and global realities and should serve as a means through which Year 10 students receive 
an enhanced appreciation of differences and similarities in the perspectives that inform the ways in 
which humans the world over live. 

Self and Wellbeing 

Living in the 21st century is characterised in significant part by an ever-growing consumerism and 
instant gratification. These characteristics continue to manifest themselves through the considerable 
problems of personal management and development for individuals and for society as a whole. 
Sensitive to the needs of young adults, the Year 10 curriculum at Wesley College places a premium on 
issues of personal development, management, achievement and fitness (emotional, physical, 
psychological, sexual, spiritual etc) so vital to the identity and sense of wellbeing of students, as well 
as the challenges with which they will inevitably be confronted by the process of growing up  
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Creativity & Inventiveness  

The learning domain of Creativity and Inventiveness comprises two different Discipline Groups each 
of which engages students in exploring and developing their creativity in a unique set of ways – 
Technology and the Arts. The dynamic combinations of knowledge and its active application to 
“doing”, offer students at this year level tremendous opportunities for developing the skills of 
informed performance, evaluative reflection and appreciation. The higher order thinking that is 
entailed in these skills contributes significantly to the development of the whole person. This is a 
domain of learning that is directly linked to the learning principles of “To Know” and “To Do”. To the 
extent that creativity lends itself as well to individual as to group expression and endeavour, the 
principles of “To Be” and “To Live With” are again well served. 
 

Discipline Groups 

Deriving from the five domains of learning described above, the Year 10 curriculum model identifies 
seven broad disciplinary areas for study by all students as follows: 

 English or ESL 
 Additional Language/Language & Culture Studies  
 Mathematics 
 Science 
 Humanities & Business Studies 
 Personal & Physical Development 
 Technology and the Arts   
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Domain of Learning  Discipline Group Core Subjects Duration

English Either 
English (First Language)  
or 
English as a Second Language (ESL) 

Year Long2 
 
 
Year Long 

Language & Culture 

Additional Language Study 
(via LOTE) 
 
 
 
 
Language & Culture Study 

At least one of the following: 
Chinese  
French  
German  
Japanese 

 
Asian Studies 
Australian Aboriginal 
Studies  

 
Year Long 
 
 
 
 
Semester 
Unit 

Mathematics Mathematics Year Long Enquiries into how The 
Universe Functions Science Science Semester 

Unit 
Living & Interacting With 

Our World 
Humanities & Business 
Studies 

Humanities & Business Studies Semester 
Unit 

Self & Wellbeing Personal & Physical 
Development 

Physical Education, Health & 
Human Development 

Semester 
Unit 

Creativity & Inventiveness Technology& the Arts At least one subject from the 
following areas: 

Music 
Performing Arts 
Technology 
Visual Communication & 
Design 

Semester 
Unit 

 
Each Year 10 student is required to undertake 14 semester units of study over the course of the year. 
Each individual student’s course of study will include a core subject from each of the Discipline 
Groups identified in the table above as well as a range of elective subjects, some of which may be 
VCE and VCE VET offerings. Embedded within the study of core subjects at Wesley College are 
approaches to learning that foster Critical Thinking among Year 10 students.  
 

Year 10 Core Subject Outlines  

Detailed core and elective subject descriptions are available at: www.wesleycollege.net 
Select Portal> Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Senior Years > 2012 Curriculum 
 
The following core subject areas are compulsory for all Year 10 students.  

English  

The Year 10 course aims to enable students to build on skills acquired in earlier years.  It ensures that 
by the end of the year students have developed those skills to a level that enables them to enter any of 
the Senior English courses (ie VCE, National Diploma of Education or DP). 
 
or 

English as a Second Language  

English as a Second Language (ESL) helps to address the needs of students for whom English is not 
the primary language. It teaches students to communicate accurately and effectively in speech and 
writing in a range of contexts. The ESL course develops the ability of students to understand and 
respond to the language demands of academic, transactional and social contexts, and provides them 
with a sound linguistic base for further study, work and leisure. It also assists students in acquiring the 
necessary language skills to achieve success in all subjects, especially in VCE English (ESL) and the 
DP Language B English. 

                                                           
2 Year Long = 2 Semester Units 



Additional Language Study or Language and Culture Study 

Year 10 students are highly encouraged to continue the study of an additional language through the 
LOTE program. Study of an additional language (LOTE) in Year 10 is a year long commitment and 
students are advised to choose carefully. 
 
Among other benefits, additional language learning is known to contribute significantly to the 
cognitive development of students and has the potential to enrich their interactions and understanding 
of cultures different to their own. At Wesley College the study of an additional language in Year 10 
ensures breadth of study while also keeping open the student’s access to all of the curriculum 
programs on offer in Years 11 and 12.  
 
Students who wish to study an additional language (LOTE) as part of the VCE or DP in Years 11 and 
12, are required to have studied them also at Year 10. 
 
The following languages are offered at the Glen Waverley campus: 

 Chinese  
 French  
 German  
 Japanese 

 
Students who opt not to study an additional language via the LOTE program in Year 10 are required to 
undertake a semester of Language and Culture Study. Students in this category may choose either 
Asian Language and Culture Studies ord Australian Aboriginal Language and Culture Studies or both. 
 
NB: Year 10 students who study an additional language via the LOTE program, may also undertake a 
Language and Culture study if they so wish. 

Mathematics 

The Year 10 Mathematics program emphasises the development of skills in communicating ideas and 
solutions through the use of clear and precise mathematical language. The Computer Algebra System 
(CAS) calculator is also an important tool which is introduced at this level and all students are taught 
the skills for its use.  A Mathematics flowchart can be found on page 26 of this booklet. 

Experimental Sciences 

Science 

Science provides students with the skills and knowledge necessary to understand their natural world. 
Students investigate the nature and origins of the universe to consider how humans fit in. Genetics is 
explored with emphasis on the DNA molecule and how we inherit our traits. They investigate motion, 
speed, velocity and acceleration with a practical approach. The course is designed to build on the skills 
of the scientific method acquired in Middle School in preparation for further study in Science and to 
extend scientific literacy. 

Humanities & Business Studies 

All students will study a common course that incorporates the disciplines of History, Geography, 
Economics and Politics. The semester long course will explore with students the concept of Global 
Citizenship as well as some of the social, historical, political, geographical and economic forces that 
shape our lives.  

 

The course will focus on the physical processes, historical events and economic patterns that have an 
influence on the society in which we live. It is designed to further develop skills acquired in the 
Middle School and to help prepare students wishing to continue with a Humanities subject in either the 
VCE or the DP. 
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Students can also opt to study at least one of the Year 10 Humanities electives or one of the Units 1 & 
2 VCE Humanities subjects. 

 

Business Studies at Year 10 provides students with the opportunity to learn more about the financial 
challenges facing young people, households, business firms and governments. 

 

Exposure to this learning area is through the Year 10 elective, World of Business, or through a range 
of VCE subjects including Units 1 & 2 Accounting, Business Management, Economics, and Legal 
Studies. 

Personal and Physical Development  

Health and PE 

Personal and Physical Development is concerned with the development and education of the whole 
person through participation in a variety of physical movement experiences and the exploration of 
health concepts and issues. Within this context the area examines personal action, the beliefs, attitudes 
and values of individuals, families, and communities. 
 

Technology and Arts 

Technology 

Information and Communications Technology (ICT) now influences almost all aspects of life. It 
bestows the ability to change how we do things, and generates new opportunities and different means 
of communication in employment, education, leisure, and in our associations with other people. The 
focus of the Year 10 offerings in this area of study is on Information Technology. The courses prepare 
students for future studies in Information Technology in the VCE. 

Performing Arts 

The Performing Arts program at Year 10 provides an opportunity for students to develop skills and 
understandings across a range of performing arts disciplines, helping to develop their potential as 
performers. The course also allows students to experience the challenges inherent in more demanding 
performance situations, as a precursor to the study of performing arts at VCE or at DP level. 

Visual Arts 

The Visual Arts course for students in Years 7 - 9 offers them the opportunity to sample and explore a 
wide range of media and materials in both 2D and 3D Art forms. In Year 10 students build on the 
skills learnt and have the opportunity to continue to develop and express individual approaches to the 
Visual Arts through a range of courses. All offerings prepare students for related studies within the 
VCE and DP.  
 

Year 10 Critical Thinking 

Critical Thinking at Year 10 is an approach to learning that is embedded in the study of core subjects. 
It focuses on the development of skills and habits of mind which are most conducive to truth, fairness 
and accuracy in making judgments about knowledge and knowing. The approach is very much on the 
students' active engagement with relevant subject content in a manner that fosters an understanding of 
the nature of thinking relating to the construction of knowledge and knowing in the different 
disciplines. The approach seeks to develop in students the habits of mind, intellectual attitudes and 
dispositions that underpin thinking and engagement with knowledge and knowing across the range of 
Year 10 learning domains. The development of attitudes is as central to critical thinking as it is to 
learning itself. The practice and enterprise of learning implies a range of positive attitudes that are 
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inherently desirable to develop in students: attitudes such as fascination, awe, wonder, curiosity, 
perseverance, the humility needed to suspend judgment at times; the need to maintain a healthy 
skepticism or to admit our faults; the need to be open to possibilities and to take intelligent risks; the 
need for self-reflection. While Critical Thinking is intended as a preparation for Years 11 and 12 and 
for future study, it is also envisaged more holistically as a “life skill”, where students recognise the 
importance of bringing sound judgement to all aspects of their lives.  
 

Year 10 Elective Subjects 

Detailed core and elective subject descriptions are available at: www.wesleycollege.net  
Select Portal> Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Senior Years > 2012 Curriculum 
 
The study of core subjects is complemented by a wide array of elective subjects that enable students 
to: 

 Reinforce and deepen their knowledge and understanding of subjects studied in the core 
 Broaden their knowledge base  
 Specialise in particular areas of interest and/or develop new interests 

 
Year 10 electives run for one semester each. All VCE, VCE VET and Additional Language subjects 
run for the entire year; the Language and Culture Study units each run for one semester. Students are 
very much encouraged to select one VCE or VCE VET subject as an elective study and to continue 
with the study of an additional language via the LOTE program.  
 
Students who prefer not to study an additional language will be required to study one Language and 
Culture Study course in lieu. Students in that category may choose to study both options of Language 
and Culture Study.  
 
The Language and Culture Study courses are also available to students who continue with the study of 
an Additional Language. 

Selection of electives  

Students must ensure that they select electives from a minimum of two different discipline groups as 
outlined on page 19. 
 
This arrangement presents each student with five possibilities for constructing an individual course of 
study: 
 
Option A Core subjects (including an 

additional language) 
1 VCE subject 2 semester long Year 10 

electives 
Option B 
 

Core subjects (including a 
Language & Culture Study) 

1 VCE subject 3 semester long Year 10 
electives 

Option C 
 

Core subjects (including an 
additional language) 

0 VCE subject 4 semester long Year 10 
electives 

Option D 
 

Core subjects (including a 
Language & Culture Study) 

0 VCE subject 5 semester long Year 10 
electives 

Option E 
 

Core subjects (including both 
an additional language and a 
Language and Culture Study) 

1 VCE subject 1 semester long Year 10 
elective 

 
A student who selects a VCE or VCE VET offering will in most cases become part of a  
Year 11 class for that subject. 
 
*Year 11 students will have priority over Year 10 students with regard to the availability of VCE 
Units 1 & 2 selections. 
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The following elective studies are available to Year 10 students for selection in 2012  
 

Discipline Group Subjects offered 
(Core studies are in bold 
Elective studies are in plain text. 
VCE & VCE VET offerings in italics) 

English Core English 
ESL English as a Second Language (& ESL 
support) 
Journalism   
Lost in Translation 
VCE Literature 
 

Additional Language Study (LOTE program) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Language & Culture Study 

At least one of the following: 
German 
Japanese 
Chinese 
French 
VCE Chinese (first language) 
VCE Chinese (second language) 
VCE Chinese (second language advanced) 
Asian Language & Culture Studies 
Australian Aboriginal Language & Culture Studies 
 

Mathematics 
 

Core Mathematics 
Applied Mathematics 
Advanced Mathematics 
 

Experimental Sciences Core Science 
Behind the Wheel  
Extension Chemistry 
VCE Biology 
VCE Physics 
VCE Psychology 
 

Humanities and Business Core Humanities 
Death and Destruction 
Images of War 
Significant People in History 
Sustainable Cities: Our Future 
World of Business 
VCE Accounting 
VCE Business Management 
VCE Economics 
VCE Geography 
VCE History 
VCE Legal Studies 
 

 
continued on page 19 
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Discipline Group Subjects offered 
(Core studies are in bold. 
Elective studies are in plain text. 
VCE & VCE VET offerings in italics) 

 Personal & Physical Development Core Health and Physical Education 
Exercise Science    
Get Ready, Get Qualified 
VCE Health and Human Development 
VCE Physical Education 
 

Technology and the Arts Students select at least one of the following: 
2 Dimensional Art 
3 Dimensional Art 
Dance 
Fibre Art and Design 
Game Development 
Global Business Communications 
Music Performance 
Photo media 
Recording Studio 
Small Ensemble 
Theatre Workshop 
Visual Communication and Design 
VCE Art 
VCE Information Technology 
VCE Music Performance  
VCE Studio Art 
VCE Theatre Studies 
VCE Visual Communication and Design 
VCE VET Music Industry 
 

 
NB: Wesley College offers an extensive range of subjects with the primary aim of ensuring that 
students have available to them the widest possible choice. It is, however, sometimes necessary to ask 
students to modify their original choices. This may be due to: 
 

 Insufficient numbers of students selecting a unit/subject with the result that a viable class 
cannot be formed 

 The need to make special arrangements for particular units/subjects if numbers electing to 
study them are small 

 Timetabling difficulties and/or 
 Possible career prerequisites and pathways 

Program Summary and Advice 

The broad and comprehensive array of subjects available for study in Year 10 provides students with 
opportunities: 

 For continuity in the key learning areas of English, Additional Language Study (via 
LOTE), Humanities, Mathematics, Physical and Health Education, Science, 
Technology and Arts 

 To acquire valuable life skills via Critical Thinking approaches to learning 
 To explore different areas of interest within the curriculum 
 To undertake a VCE Units 1 & 2 course as part of their Year 10 course of study if 

they have met the relevant criteria outlined earlier 
 
Students, parents and guardians must take particular note of the following: 

 Although every effort is made to satisfy students’ preferences, it is sometimes not possible 
to satisfy particular requests.  Where such a situation arises, a student will meet with the 
Year 10 Curriculum Coordinator to explore other options  
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 All course offerings are subject to minimum class size and timetabling constraints 

 Students are strongly encouraged to study an additional language through the LOTE 
program in Year 10 

 The Individual Needs support facility is also available to students at this year level 
 All students are required to undertake two seasons of cocurricular activities, one of which 

must be a sport; they are also encouraged to participate actively in the wide range of other 
cocurricular activities available to them such as debating, music and drama.  

 

Subject Change – Advice 

Because of the detailed planning required to accommodate student subject selections, it is extremely 
important that parents and students give very careful consideration to the choices they make. Students 
must regard the choices they submit as a firm commitment. 
 
Changes in courses will be permitted later in the year only if there has been a marked change in a 
student’s performance or in the light of other considerations such as a student’s revised educational or 
career aspirations. Any such changes will be subject to timetabling restrictions and agreement by the 
relevant Curriculum Coordinator.  
 

Year 10 – Additional Information 

Learning Technology 

In the senior years, developing skills for the future is an essential element of the Learning Technology 
program. Students use a range of appropriate equipment and processes to enhance their access to the 
curriculum and to support their learning. The program involves the purposeful application of 
knowledge, skills, equipment, materials and information to create useful products. The notebook 
computer serves as a valuable educational tool in this regard and provides students with opportunities 
to generate an even wider range of learning and teaching strategies. 

Career Education 

Career Education at Year 10 focuses on the development of knowledge, skills and attitudes to assist 
students to make informed decisions about further studies and their career development. Central to the 
program is students’ participation in Work Experience and the completion of a vocational test. 
 
In the 2012 Work Experience program, all students will be required to take the responsibility to find a 
five-day work experience placement in a setting outside of Wesley College. 
 
All Year 10 students will also have the opportunity to complete the Morrisby vocational test and 
receive a comprehensive report as a starting point for future career investigation. 
 
These programs, and the additional guidance that is available, serve as a focused preparation for 
students to make and change decisions about future study and/or work.  
 

Education in the Outdoors 

Personal resilience is fostered through the Education in the Outdoors program. Year 10 students can 
elect to spend seven days at Camp Mallana, a Wesley College campsite on the edge of the Gippsland 
Lakes. The program is designed to: 

 Provide access into our natural world, and a personal connection to our unique land  
 Build understandings of its character, potentials and problems, and 
 Encourage careful and caring ways of living, as a community, in our continent 

 
The experience has a focus on water environments and teamwork. While Year 10 students join an 
expedition through the Gippsland Lakes in catamarans and sea-kayaks. The year 10 camp is not 
compulsory, participation in the Year 10 Education Outdoors experience is highly encouraged. Camps 
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are organised on a House basis and students indicate their interest or intention to participate when they 
make their subject selections for Year 10. 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is located on the Leopold Downs cattle station in the Fitzroy 
Valley of North West Australia. It runs an Induction Program that is specifically targeted to Year 10 
students and designed to: 

 Provide a relevant and authentic cross-cultural learning experience that enables Aboriginal 
and non-Aboriginal students from the Kimberley and from Melbourne to live and learn 
together as Australians 

 Offer a unique educational experience that integrates Personal, Industry and Academic 
Learning as a strategy for developing the whole person  

 Ignite, reinforce and sustain learning interests that offer students further choices of pathways 
for study in the senior years and could lead to further industry training and/or academic study 
in the areas such as Pastoralism, Agribusiness, Ecotourism and the Arts, or to direct 
employment 

The Induction Program is divided into two parts – the 1st part is spent on location in the Fitzroy Valley 
and the 2nd in Melbourne. 

Learning in the Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School is characterised by: 

 Direct immersion into contexts, locations and cultures (i.e. experiential) 

 Exposure to different yet complementary modes of accessing and applying knowledge 

 Structured engagement with both the familiar and the unfamiliar (new) in a supportive 
environment 

 A cycle of enquiry, performance and reflection 

 Development of the whole person 

The Yiramalay/Wesley Studio School Induction Program has also been designed to cater to the needs 
of students who may be interested in finding out more about and/or taking up the National Diploma of 
Education. 
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Choosing a Curriculum Program – Years 11 and 12 

Introduction 

In order for the school to plan effectively for 2012, it is necessary for students currently in Years 10 
and 11 to make a choice of subjects for Years 11 and 12. Students at Wesley College benefit from the 
availability of a choice of curriculum programs, each of which offers them a broad range of subjects 
for selection. 
 
Each prospective Year 11 student is faced with a decision as to which curriculum program they will 
undertake in their final two years of secondary education. Will it be the Victorian Certificate of 
Education (VCE), will it include Victorian Certificate of Education Vocational Education and 
Training (VCE VET) subjects, or will it be the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) 
or the National Diploma of Education? 
 
This curriculum guide provides information about the different curriculum programs available and the 
subject options within each. To ensure that students are well informed when they come to make a 
decision on which curriculum program and corresponding subjects to pursue in Years 11 and 12 
Wesley College organises curriculum information presentations for all Year 10 students and their 
parents/guardians.  However, it is also the responsibility of all students to do their own research and to 
investigate the curriculum program and corresponding subjects that will most suit their interests and 
needs. 
 
Prospective Year 11 students should begin their research by talking to their current teachers, 
discussing options with parents, brothers, sisters and friends, exploring options in the light of personal 
interests and strengths with the Careers Counsellor and with Senior School staff. Such active 
consultation should enable students to make informed decisions when the time comes to choose.  

Will it be DP, VCE or the National Diploma of Education? 

For many students this is an easy decision because the subjects they want to study or their preferred 
learning style or attitude to particular modes of assessment, or interest in international perspectives or 
in direct industry experience immediately directs them towards one curriculum program or another. 
For other students the decision is not so easy.  It is hoped that the curriculum information provided in 
this guide will assist students in making a decision that is in their best educational interests. 

Australian Tertiary Admission Rank and selection into a particular course 

Students should be fully aware that entry into some courses at tertiary level gets more competitive 
from year to year. For many courses the level of Australian Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) 
required increases every year. Factors such as course and subject selections have a significant 
influence on the ATAR levels needing to be attained by prospective students for admission.  Students 
should ensure that they have adequate, current and reliable information about the tertiary courses in 
which they might be interested and corresponding admission (including ATAR) requirements. 

Examinations 

The ability to perform well in a range of assessment tasks is crucial in achieving success in the VCE, 
VCE VET, National Diploma of Education and the DP. The ATAR score for VCE students is 
generated from the study scores obtained for each of the subjects studied.  These study scores are 
based on student performance in both the internally assessed component and the formal Victorian 
Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) examinations in each subject. The internal assessment 
in each subject is moderated against the student’s examination results.  Put simply, in each subject the 
results are adjusted after comparison with the examination performance.  
 
In the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP), each subject is assessed both internally 
and externally. The internally assessed component accounts for between 25% and 30% of the overall 
assessment for most subjects. Students complete these tasks at various times during the course and 
under varying sets of conditions. Externally assessed tasks such as written examinations, oral 
presentations, artistic performances and so on constitute the bulk of the formal assessment. 
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Examinations are taken at the conclusion of the course in November of Year 12. Each DP student’s 
Notional ATAR is based on the total score obtained for the diploma (see page 37).   
 
Students participating in the Standard Level course of the National Diploma of Education program 
will be required to: 
 

 Demonstrate competence in prescribed practical skills across a range of core and elective 
study units 

 Submit authenticated 3rd party reports from a supervisor and/or feedback from clients 
 Provide oral or written answers to questions about specific skills and knowledge 
 Prepare written reports. 

 
For students following the Advanced Level course of the National Diploma of Education program, 
assessment of the Academic strand will follow the specifications of the particular senior secondary 
qualification from which academic subjects have been selected for study. Students at Wesley College 
will select subjects from the VCE at this time. 
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 Victorian Certificate of Education 

Choosing your VCE program at Wesley College 

The following studies are available at Wesley College for 2012. 
 

 Accounting  Japanese as a Second Language 

* Art * Legal Studies 

 Biology  Literature 

* Business Management  General Mathematics (Specialist) 

 Chemistry  General Mathematics (Further) 

 Chinese as a First Language  Mathematical Methods (CAS) 

 Chinese as a Second Language  Further Mathematics 

 
Chinese as a Second Language 
Advanced 

 Foundation Mathematics 

 Economics   Music Performance (Group and Solo) 

 English  * Physical Education 

 English Language   Physics 

 English as a Second Language  * Psychology 

 French * Religion and Society (Units 3 & 4 only) 

 Foundation English  Specialist Mathematics 

* Geography * Studio Arts (Units 3 & 4 only) 

 German  Theatre Studies 

 Health & Human Development  Visual Communication and Design 

* History: Revolutions  
VCE VET Music Industry (Technical 
Production) 

 History: Twentieth Century    

 Information Technology (Units 1 & 2)   

 
Information Technology (IT 
Applications) (Units 3 & 4) 

  

 

* These Units 3 & 4 studies are available also to Year 11 students who have not previously studied the 
subject at Units 1 & 2.  Access is conditional (see Year 11 and the VCE). 
 
Detailed subject descriptions are available at: www.wesleycollege.net 
Select Portal> Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Senior Years > 2012 Curriculum 
 
NB: Wesley College offers an extensive range of subjects with the primary aim of ensuring that 
students have available to them the widest possible choice. It is, however, sometimes necessary to ask 
students to modify their original choices. This may be due to: 
 

 Insufficient numbers of students selecting a unit/subject so that a viable class cannot be 
formed 

 The need to make special arrangements for particular units/subjects if numbers electing to 
study them are small 

 Timetabling difficulties; and/or 
 Possible career prerequisites and pathways 
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A VCE course of study is the complete list of VCE units undertaken by a student. The curriculum 
structure at Wesley College allows students to complete their VCE program over Years 10, 11 and 12. 

How many units are studied? 

Students at Wesley College complete a course of study that consists of 24 units. 

What are the minimum requirements to qualify for the VCE? 

Students are required to complete, satisfactorily, a minimum of 16 units, including: 
 At least three units from the study of English 
 A sequence of Units 3 & 4 in three other studies apart from the compulsory English 

Year 11 and the VCE 

Year 11 students study: 
 Units 1 & 2 of English, English Language, Literature or English as a Second Language 
 Ten other units: these units will usually be at the 1 & 2 level, but it is possible to study 2 units 

at the 3 & 4 level, provided the appropriate selection criteria are met. Students who wish to 
undertake a Units 3 & 4 study in Year 11 will be expected to achieve good grades in all Year 
10 subjects, with a B grade or above in the equivalent Unit 1 & 2 subject studied. They must 
also receive the consent of the Senior Years Curriculum Coordinators. 

 
Year 11 students may study a VCE subject at a Units 3 & 4 level if they are well organised and 
academically suited.  Before a student is accepted for a Units 3 & 4 study in Year 11 the student must 
achieve good grades in all subjects studied in Year 10. 
 
There are benefits to be gained from studying a VCE Units 3 & 4 while in Year 11. Study of a Units 3 
& 4 sequence enables students to: 
 

 Experience study at this level before entering a “full” Year 12 study program 
 Study a sixth subject, which may be of advantage for tertiary entrance purposes 
 Lay a foundation for study of a university extension subject 
 

Prospective Year 11 students may take studies in one Units 3 & 4 level study in 2012, but must first 
consult with their current teacher, the appropriate Head of Learning and Careers Counsellor. 

Year 12 and the VCE 

Year 12 students study: 
 Units 3 & 4 of English, English Language, Literature or English as a Second Language 
 Four other sequences of Units 3 & 4 

Mathematics: choosing a course for VCE in 2012 

Wesley College offers courses in Mathematics across Years 11 and 12, selected from 8 unit, 6 unit, 4 
unit and 2 unit options. Students must consult with their teacher and subject/careers counsellor to 
ensure that based on a realistic assessment of their abilities they select the course that best fulfils their 
educational needs. Where the selection of a course is based on tertiary admissions criteria, students 
should ensure that they are working with the most current and reliable information for all the tertiary 
institutions of interest. There are many different Mathematics prerequisites or preferences for the same 
or similar courses at different institutions.  This advice is particularly relevant in deciding prerequisites 
for courses such as Medicine or Engineering. Please refer to the VTAC website at www.vtac.edu.au 
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8 Unit 
Mathematics 

6 Unit 
Mathematics 

4 Unit 
Mathematics 

4 Unit 
Mathematics 
(Further 
Mathematics only) 

2 Unit 
Mathematics 

     

Year 11 
Mathematical Methods 
(CAS) 1 & 2 
AND 
General Mathematics 
1 & 2 
(Specialist) 

Year 11 
Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) 1 & 2 
AND 
General Mathematics 
1 & 2 
(Specialist) 

Year 11 
Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) 1 & 2 

Year 11 
General 
Mathematics 1 & 2 
(Further) 

Year 11 
General 
Mathematics 1 & 2 
(Further) 

OR 

Foundation 
Mathematics 1 & 2 

     
Year 12 
Mathematical Methods 
(CAS) 3 & 4 
AND 
Specialist Mathematics 
3 & 4 
OR 

Mathematical Methods 
(CAS) 3 & 4 
AND 
Further Mathematics 
3 & 4 

Year 12 
Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) 3 & 4 
 

Year 12 
Mathematical 
Methods (CAS) 3 & 4 
OR 
Further Mathematics 
3 & 4 

OR 

both 

Year 12 
Further 
Mathematics 3 & 4 
 

Year 12 
No Mathematics 

 

VET in the VCE 

The Glen Waverley campus offers one specialist VET course to students in Years 11 and 12: 
 Certificate III in Music Industry (Technical Production) 

 
This course has the same status as a VCE study and can be used to fulfil the minimum requirements of 
the VCE. It may be included in the student's primary four studies for the calculation of the Australian 
Tertiary Admission Rank (ATAR) score. 
 
Other VCE/VET courses such as Building and Construction and Equine Studies are available through 
external providers. Interested students need to contact the VCE/VET coordinator for further details. 
 
Completion of a VET course enables students to graduate with both a VCE certificate (with an ATAR 
score) and a VET qualification. 
 
On completion, a VET certificate provides students with additional pathways for further study 
including university, diploma and certificate courses. Students develop specific industry-level skills 
through workplace learning; every VET courses enables students to gain vocational competencies. 
Both part-time and full-time employment opportunities are enhanced as students have demonstrated 
their acquisition of skills relevant to industry. 

Satisfactory Completion of VCE Units 

 Units 1 & 2 may be completed as single units 
 Units 3 & 4 must be taken as a sequence 

Unit Outcomes 

Each VCE unit includes a set of two to four learning outcomes. Achieving these learning outcomes 
forms the basis for satisfactory completion of each unit. Achievement of the outcomes is based on the 
teacher's assessment of coursework designated for the unit. The school, in accordance with the 
Victorian Curriculum and Assessment Authority (VCAA) requirements, determines satisfactory 
completion of units. 
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Assessment of VCE 

 Units 1 & 2:  all studies are assessed internally, based on end-of-semester examinations and 
learning outcomes 

 Units 3 & 4:  all studies will have both school assessment and external examinations 

School-assessed Coursework 

School-assessed coursework (SAC) is made up of a number of assessment pieces that are specified in 
the study design. SACs are used to assess the learning outcomes of each unit and are designed such 
that they help to reduce the workload for students in a number of ways:  

 The assessment tasks are an integral part of the regular teaching and learning 
 They are completed mainly in class time 
 They are completed within a limited time frame 

School-assessed Tasks 

In Art, Studio Arts, Visual Communication and Design, Media, and Food and Technology students are 
also required to complete school-assessed tasks (SAT). These may include products, models, artwork 
etc. 

Examinations 

There are two formal VCE examination sessions each year for Units 3 & 4 studies. The first session 
takes place in June and the second in November. Unlike the November session, not all studies have a 
formal examination in June. There are both internal mid-year and end-of-year examination sessions for 
all Units 1 & 2 VCE studies. 

Study Scores for Units 3 & 4 Subjects 

A student's overall achievement for each study will be calculated and reported as a Study Score 
(relative position) on a scale of zero to 50. In order to qualify for a Study Score a student must have 
achieved satisfactory (S) for both Units 3 & 4 in that study. 

Scaling 

Every VCE study score is scaled prior to the derivation of the ATAR.  Students should research the 
scaling process thoroughly when setting their sights on a particular ATAR subject score, ATAR or 
tertiary level course. 

Further Sources of VCE information 

 Speak to current VCE students 
 Contact the VCE/VET Coordinator  
 Contact the Careers Advisor 
 Visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au 
 Visit the VTAC website at www.vtac.edu.au 
 Visit the full subject descriptions at: www.wesleycollege.net 

Select Portal> Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Senior Years > 2012 Curriculum 
 



International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) 

The International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (DP) is a two-year pre-university curriculum for 
Senior School students, designed and administered by the International Baccalaureate (IB). It leads to 
examinations that are conducted by the International Baccalaureate Curriculum and Assessment 
Centre (IBCA) in Cardiff, Wales. 
 
The DP is characterised by its: 

 Academic breadth, depth and rigour which are recognised by universities world-wide 
 Emphasis on the promotion of international awareness among students 
 Attention to developing socially responsible citizens of the world with an awareness of global 

perspectives 
 
The DP is well-suited to students who: 

 Aspire to tertiary study at a university in Australia or overseas  
 Are interested in developing their international awareness and intercultural competence 
 Wish to study a curriculum that combines rigorous academic study with curriculum activities 

that encourage inquiry, critical thinking, effective communication, risk taking, and social 
responsibility 

 Wish to obtain a senior school qualification that provides direct access to the most prestigious 
universities around the world  

 

Structure and Requirements of the DP 
Group 1The IB Diploma Hexagon 

Languages A 
 

 

 

Group 2  Group 3 
Languages B Individuals and 

Societies  and ab initio 

 Extended 
Essay; 

Theory of 
Knowledge; 
Creativity, 

Action, Service 

 

 

 

 
Group 5 

 Mathematics and Group 4 
Computer Science Experimental 

Sciences 
 

 

 
Group 6 
The Arts 
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The program consists of: 
 
A study of six subjects, to be chosen from the following groups or areas of learning:  

 Group 1 - study of the student’s mother tongue or best language (Language A) 
 Group 2 - study of a second language (Language B or Language ab initio) 
 Group 3 - Individuals and societies 
 Group 4 - Experimental Sciences 
 Group 5 - Mathematics 
 Group 6 - the Arts  

 
It is compulsory for students to select a subject from each of Groups 1 to 5. For a sixth subject, 
students would normally choose a subject from Group 6 or an additional subject from Groups 1 to 4. The 
six subjects are studied concurrently over the two-year duration of the course. They are assessed both 
externally and internally; the external examinations take place in November of the second year (Year 
12). Three of the subjects are studied at Higher Level and the remaining three studied at Standard 
Level.   
 

Higher Level or Standard Level?  

Most DP subjects are available at both higher level (HL) and standard level (SL). The nature of the 
difference between HL and SL depends on the particular subjects studied. In some the difference is 
one of depth and HL students undertake a more detailed study of topics and/or issues common to both 
the HL and SL course. In other subjects the difference is evident in both the depth and breadth of 
study; in such subjects HL students are exposed to a broader range of topics than their SL 
counterparts. As well, HL students are required to demonstrate greater depth of understanding relating 
to the topics and/or issues studied.  
 
DP students are thus able to explore some subjects in depth and others more broadly; this is a 
deliberate compromise between the early specialisation of some national systems and the breadth 
found in others. The choice between two different levels in each subject allows students to pursue an 
intensive study of their preferred specialties, while still maintaining sufficient exposure to the other 
fields of knowledge to ensure that balance is achieved. 

The Core of the DP Hexagon  

Unique to the DP is the expectation that every diploma student will fulfil a set of curriculum 
requirements that are central to the philosophy of the program (see the IB Diploma Hexagon on page 
28): 

Creativity, Action and Service  

The goal of the IB is to educate the whole person and to make active, responsible, and compassionate 
citizens of students. To be eligible for the diploma, students must fulfil the Creativity, Action and 
Service (CAS) requirement. CAS has three components: 
 

Creativity: This component involves a wide choice of creative activities including the 
performing and visual arts or any form of self-development and new skill learning.  
Students may be involved in individual or group activities offered by the Music, Visual 
Arts and Drama Departments, or they can undertake an activity of their own choosing. 
 

Action: Wesley College provides an extensive range of physical activities (including all 
the APS competitive sports, non-competitive sports, Senior School House sports and 
education outdoors programs) that enables all students to fulfil their obligations for this 
component. 
 
Service: Students must undertake a service with the prime purpose of benefiting, in some 
way, the community, be it local, national or international. By providing service for others 
in the community, particularly those who are disadvantaged, the qualities of empathy, 

 GW Senior Years Curriculum Guide 2012 Page 29 



compassion and respect as well as a sense of social justice and responsibility can be 
developed. 

 
Students are required to plan and evaluate their own individual CAS program throughout the course, 
and to reflect upon its contribution to their education. The emphasis of the CAS program is 
educational rather than recreational. Students are encouraged to extend their personal comfort zones 
by participating in areas that they may find confronting and challenging. Wesley students record all 
their CAS details online through an internet-based diary. 

Extended Essay 

The Extended Essay is an in-depth study (4,000 words) of a topic chosen by the student. It provides 
students with an opportunity to engage in independent research on a topic of individual interest, 
working one-on-one with a teacher mentor. The topic may be related to a subject that is not necessarily 
one of the six studied by the particular student. This exercise acquaints students with the research and 
writing skills expected at university and other areas of further study. 

Theory of Knowledge 

This course is central to the DP in that it helps students to explore, through a multi-disciplinary 
approach, the basis of knowledge and the nature of knowing. It is a course designed to enable students 
to address directly those “questions that refer to our understanding of the world, ourselves and others, 
in connection with the acquisition, search for, production, shaping and acceptance of knowledge.” 
Theory of Knowledge (TOK) engages students in inquiries relating both to the strengths and problems 
of knowledge. 

Breadth, Depth and Cohesion 

To achieve its general objectives, the DP curriculum combines breadth, depth and cohesion. Breadth is 
achieved through the study of six subjects across different groups, and through the CAS program. 
Depth comes through the higher level at which half of each individual student's subjects must be 
studied and through the extended essay. The TOK program very successfully provides the cohesion 
that helps to make the course a complete whole, rather than a random collection of separate elements. 
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Diploma Curriculum Choices  

The IB Diploma curriculum comprises six subject groups and students must choose one subject from 
each of Groups 1 to 5. At Wesley College, students not wishing to select a subject from Group 6 may 
select a sixth subject from any of Groups 1, 2, 3 or 4. The Glen Waverley campus will offer the 
following subjects in each of the subject groups in the 2012 academic year: 
 
Group 1:  Language A Literature 

Chinese, English  

Students for whom neither Chinese nor English is the first language may study an 
alternative Language A through external tuition. Such students may be eligible for a 
fee subsidy to assist with their language tuition costs. Parents should obtain the 
consent of the school before finalising any financial agreements with an external tutor. 
Students who study a Language A other than English will also study either English A 
or English B as their Group 2 subject (see page 32 for further explanation). 

Group 2: Language B 
English, French, German, Japanese, Mandarin 
 
Language ab initio: Spanish (SL only) 
 
Further language options may be available only if payment is made directly by the 
student to external tutors. Students should see the DP Coordinator for details. 

 
Group 3: Individuals in Society 

Business and Management, Economics, Environmental Systems and Societies (SL only)*, 
Geography, History, Psychology. 

 
Group 4: Experimental Sciences 

Biology, Chemistry, Environmental Systems and Societies (SL only)*, Physics 
 
Group 5: Mathematics 

Mathematics HL, Mathematics SL, Mathematical Studies (SL only) 
 

Group 6: The Arts 
   Music, Theatre, Visual Arts  
 
*Students may elect to study Environmental System and Societies either as a group 3 or group 4 
subject but not both 
 
NB: Wesley College offers an extensive range of subjects with the primary aim of ensuring that 
students have available to them the widest possible choice. It is, however, sometimes necessary to ask 
students to modify their original choices. This may be due to: 
 

 Insufficient numbers of students selecting a subject so that a viable class cannot be formed 
 The need to make special arrangements for particular subject if numbers electing to study 

them are small 
 Timetabling difficulties; and/or 
 Possible career prerequisites and pathways 
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DP Language Options at Wesley College 

All DP students are required to study both a 1st Language (normally the student’s best language or 
“mother tongue”) and a 2nd Language. Language studies occur in Groups 1 and 2 of the Diploma 
Programme. 
 
The following language subjects are available for study at the Glen Waverley campus: 
 
Group 1 
 
Chinese A (Literature), English A (Literature) 
 
Group 2 
 
English B, French B, German B, Japanese B, Mandarin B  
 
Spanish ab initio 
 
Students are required to study one subject from each of Groups 1 and 2. This means that at the Glen 
Waverley campus, students are able to: 

 Study either Chinese A (Literature) or English A (Literature) at Higher or Standarde Level as 
their Group 1 subject 

 Choose an additional language. from the range of subjects available for study in Group 2  
 
Notes:   
Only students who have not previously received any formal instruction in Spanish may elect to study 
the Spanish ab initio course as a Group 2 subject. 

 
With the exception of Spanish ab initio, which is only available at SL, all the other additional 
language subjects are available for study at both HL and SL. Students who wish to study Japanese B at 
Higher Level should be aware that they will need to complete all assessments, including external 
examinations, as May session candidates. 
 
Students for whom neither Chinese nor English is the 1st language may be able to study another 
Language A subject by external tuition but with support from Wesley College by way of a fee subsidy. 
(Consult with IB Coordinator) 

 
Bilingual students who study another Language A subject externally can also elect to study English A 
as their Group 2 subject, in place of a Group 2 subject. However, students who choose to study two 
languages A, one of which is English A, will not be eligible for a fee subsidy 
 
Students who choose to study a language subject in Group 2 other than those offered by Wesley 
College will also not be eligible for a fee subsidy. 
 
Placement 
It is the school’s responsibility to ensure that students are appropriately placed in the languages they 
choose to study. Decisions about placement will be informed primarily by the imperative to provide 
the most appropriate academic challenge and benefit to students.  
 
Students who are deemed by the school to have native or near native competency in an additional 
language as a result of their personal backgrounds and/or study contexts will not be eligible to study 
the Language B version of that language. Students in this situation may continue the study of an 
additional language via one of the following options: 

 Study a new language at ab initio level – ie Spanish ab initio in the Wesley College context 
(no additional cost) 

 Study the additional language in question but either as a Language A subject. Wherever 
feasible, Wesley College may support the student by providing in-school tuition. Should 
external tuition be required, however, the student will not be eligible for a fee subsidy 
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Students may be able to study two Languages from Group 2 if both languages are available for study 
at Wesley College and if the arrangement can be accommodated by the timetable. In some cases, such 
an option may only be possible if one language is studied externally and at the student’s own cost. 
 
Students wishing to study any Language B that is not offered by the school can only do so externally 
and at their own cost. 
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International Baccalaureate DP Assessment 

External Assessment 

Approximately two thirds of assessment in all subjects is carried out by external assessment. The 
majority of externally assessed components are examination papers that cover a range of question 
types and formats appropriate to the objectives of the subjects studied. Depending on the particular 
subject, examination papers may include multiple-choice, essay, short-response, data analysis and 
problem-solving questions. There are other externally assessed tasks or components such as TOK and 
Extended Essays, Music Investigations and Language A World Literature Assignments that are 
undertaken by students with guidance or supervision from teachers over an extended period.  

Internal Assessment 

Internal assessment allows for components/tasks to be included in the assessment model that provide 
evidence of student achievement against objectives that do not lend themselves to external 
examination. This is particularly important for process-oriented skills that may be demonstrated in 
such activities as project work, fieldwork, laboratory practical work, mathematical investigations and 
oral work. DP internal assessment often provides students with opportunities to investigate issues of 
individual interest in a manner that gives them greater control over their own learning. It also ensures 
that teachers play a significant role in the assessment of the work produced by their students. 

DP Assessment - Grading 

Consistency of standards in DP assessment is achieved through carefully defined grade descriptors and 
appropriate moderation strategies. 
Each subject is graded on the following scale: 
 
7 Excellent performance 
6 Very Good performance 
5 Good performance 
4 Satisfactory performance 
3 Mediocre performance 
2 Poor performance 
1 Very poor performance 

Additional Points 

Up to three additional points may be earned from performance in both the Extended Essay and Theory of 
Knowledge, as illustrated in the table below. A candidate’s performance in each will fall into one of five 
bands: 
 

 
 Theory of Knowledge 

 
 

Excellent 
A 

Good 
B 

Satisfactory 
C 

Mediocre 
D 

Elementary 
E 

Not 
submitted 

Excellent 
A 

+3 +3 +2 +2 
+1 Failing 
Condition* 

N 

Good 
B 

+3 +2 +1 +1 
Failing 

Condition* 
N 

Satisfactory 
C 

+2 +1 +1 0 
Failing 

Condition* 
N 

Mediocre 
D 

+2 +1 0 0 
Failing 

Condition* 
N 

Elementary 
E 

+1 Failing 
Condition* 

Failing 
Condition* 

Failing 
Condition* 

Failing 
Condition* 

Failing 
Condition* 

N 

E
xt

en
d

ed
 E

ss
ay

 

Not 
submitted 

N N N N N N 



The total DP grade is calculated by adding together the six subject scores out of seven, and the 
additional points (3 maximum) obtained from the Extended Essay and Theory of Knowledge (TOK). 
This gives a maximum possible DP score of 45. 
 

Award of the IB Diploma 

The Diploma will be awarded to a student whose total score, including any additional points earned 
from both TOK and the Extended Essay, reaches or exceeds 24 points.  
 
A candidate will not be awarded the diploma if:  
 

 Candidate’s total points are less than 24 
 A grade N has been awarded for one or more subjects, theory of knowledge or the extended 

essay 
 A grade E has been awarded for both theory of knowledge and the extended essay 
 There is a grade 1 awarded in any subject and level 
 CAS requirements have not been completed 
 Candidate is guilty of malpractice 
 There are four or more grades 3 or below awarded 

 
If the candidate has been awarded 24 to 27 points inclusive they will not be awarded the diploma if: 
 

 There is one or more grades 2 awarded at higher level 
 There are two or more grades 2 awarded at standard level 
 Candidate has gained fewer than 12 points for their three higher level subjects and/or fewer 

than 9 points on their three standard level subjects 
 
If the candidate has been awarded 28 or more points they will not be awarded the diploma if: 
 

 There are two or more grades 2 awarded at higher level 
 There are three grades 2 awarded at standard level 
 Candidate has gained fewer than 11 points for their three higher level subjects and/or fewer 

than 8 points on their three standard level subjects 
 
To be eligible for the diploma, a student who obtains an “E” grade in either the extended essay or 
theory of knowledge must have a minimum aggregate 28 points from performance in the other subjects 
studied. A grade “A” in one of the requirements earns an extra point even if the other is a grade “E”. 
Attaining a grade “E” in both the extended essay and theory of knowledge continues to represent an 
automatic failure. 
 

The DP at Wesley College – Further Guidance 

Starting a Second Language 

Students who have not studied a second language in Years 9 and 10 should not be discouraged from 
undertaking the DP. Students in this situation are eligible for the Language ab initio course in Group 2 
which is designed for beginners who have had little or no previous experience of the language. Wesley 
offers the Spanish ab initio course to such students. The ab initio course is only available at Standard 
Level (SL) 

Choosing a DP Mathematics Course 

Students undertaking the DP must study one Mathematics subject in both Years 11 and 12. Students 
must consult with their teacher and subject/careers counsellor to ensure that, based on a realistic 
assessment of their abilities, they select the course that best fulfils their educational needs. Where the 
selection of a course is determined by tertiary admissions requirements, students should ensure that 
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they are working with the most current and reliable information for all the tertiary institutions of 
interest. There are many different Mathematics prerequisites or preferences for the same or similar 
course at different institutions. This advice is particularly relevant in deciding prerequisites for courses 
such as Medicine or Engineering. Please refer to the VTAC website at www.vtac.edu.au 
 

Year 11 Year 11 Year 11 

Mathematics HL Mathematics SL Mathematical Studies SL 

   

Year 12 Year 12 Year 12 

Mathematics HL 
OR 
Mathematics SL 

Mathematics SL 
OR 
Mathematical Studies SL 

Mathematical Studies SL 

 

Anticipated Subjects 

An anticipated subject is a Diploma subject for which students complete all the assessment at the end 
of Year 11.  
 
Readiness to anticipate a subject will be determined by a review of student performance by the DP 
Coordinator and the Head of the relevant Learning Area. 
 
Timetabling considerations are also taken into account before permission is granted. 

Credit Transfer of First Year Diploma Study to the VCE 

Students who complete the first year of the DP in Year 11 will be able to gain credit for the year if 
they wish to transfer to the VCE in Year 12. Credit of a maximum 12 VCE 1 and 2 units can be gained 
for the first year of DP study. In special cases, students may transfer to VCE at the end of their first 
semester. Credit for the first semester of the diploma in Year 11 will then be considered.  
 
Please feel free to consult with the campus DP coordinator (details on page 53) 
 
Further information about the DP is readily available at www.ibo.org 
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Tertiary Entry – Diploma Programme  

The Diploma Programme (DP) is widely recognised around the world as a prestigious academic 
passport, gaining its holder entry into educational institutions such as Cambridge, Harvard, Oxford and 
Yale. However, many of our DP graduates choose to study at local tertiary institutions. 
 
DP students can apply for university places in Australia, using admissions procedures that are 
equivalent to those used for VCE students. IB Diploma holders receive the same considerations as 
VCE holders by admissions authorities. 
 
An equivalence table is used to convert DP scores into a national ATAR.  
 
The table below shows the corresponding ATARs for passing DP scores that will be used for 2012 
university admissions in New South Wales, Australian Capital Territory, Queensland, Tasmania, 
Victoria and Western Australia 
 
 

Passing Score Combined Rank 

45 99.95 
44 99.80 
43 99.55 
42 99.20 
41 98.70 
40 98.05 
39 97.40 
38 96.60 
37 95.60 
36 94.15 
35 92.75 
34 91.10 
33 89.35 
32 87.30 
31 85.35 
30 82.40 
29 79.75 
28 77.70 
27 75.35 
26 73.00 
25 70.40 
24 67.25 

 
NB: Students who fail to be awarded the Diploma will not receive a Notional ATAR score. This has 
implications for tertiary entry. 
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The National Diploma of Education 

 

 

 

The National Diploma of Education is a new two-year curriculum program for students in the final 
years of their secondary education. It is designed and administered by Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACER). 

A unique approach to learning within a vocational and personal development framework, the National 
Diploma of Education is characterised by its provision of an educational experience that: 

 Consciously integrates Personal Learning, Industry Learning and Academic Learning  

 Recognises and develops among students an appreciation of the complementary nature of 
vocational and academic learning and of their parity in value 

 Requires an extended practical workplace experience as a means of developing those 
attributes necessary for workforce participation 

 Develops among learners the awareness, sensitivities and competencies needed for operating 
successfully across cultures3 

 Is flexible, broad, rigorous and holistic  

 Is national (ie available to students throughout Australia) 

The flexible structure of the National Diploma of Education framework makes it possible for students 
to undertake study of accredited senior secondary courses so as to ensure their eligibility for direct 
admission to tertiary education programs at TAFE or University.  
                                                           
3 At Wesley College particular emphasis will be given to developing intercultural competency between 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Australia 



 

The National Diploma is well-suited to students who: 

 Wish to follow a program that integrates with equal rigour academic study, industry learning 
and deep engagement with self, others and community 

 Aspire to earn a qualification that offers them a broad range of pathways – workplace or 
industry training or university study – from which to make a choice on completion of their 
senior secondary  

 Are interested in developing their intercultural competence 

 

Structure and Requirements of the National Diploma 

The National Diploma is available at two levels – Standard Level and Advanced Level – each of 
which comprises studies across three broad areas of learning: 

 Industry Learning 

 Personal Learning 

 Academic Learning 

At both Standard and Advanced Level students will complete six units of learning, each studied over a 
minimum of two years.  

Standard Level 
To qualify for the National Diploma of Education, Standard Level, it is necessary to: 

 Complete 20 weeks of Industry Learning 

 Participate in 150 hours of Personal Development activities including community service, and 
completion of a project involving cultural awareness 

 Complete all of the subjects in the Certificate II in Work Preparation, to fulfil the 
requirements of the Academic Learning strand 

These are minimum requirements that will take place over a two year period. 

The academic learning in the Standard Level course is incorporated in a pre-vocational VET course 
that provides preparation for employment in a range of industries and/or further study. The course is 
nationally accredited as a Certificate II in Work Preparation and focuses on the development of 
literacy, numeracy and ICT literacy skills.  The certificate has been structured in a flexible fashion so 
that it can be adapted to local/regional requirements and opportunities.  
 
The course is designed to provide entry-level employment skills, which are enhanced by learning 
experiences in workplaces and other community settings. It is intended that the experiences provided 
by this course will facilitate pathways to further education, training and work. 
 
Who should study the standard level course?  
This course is designed for learners who are interested in moving directly into employment or in 
undertaking further vocational education studies after completing secondary school. It is suitable for 
early school leavers who have no formal qualifications or work experience. The course provides basic 
skills in up to three industry areas in conjunction with generic work preparation skills and industry 
placement. Literacy and numeracy skill development is included in the course. 
 
The course enables participants to access an extended period of industry experience in one or more 
specific areas with a view to establishing a career or undertaking further study in the preferred area. 
 
The vocational outcomes of the course are identified as: 

 Development of social and personal skills relevant to participation in the workforce  
 Development of entry level employment skills  
 Development of skills related to further study  
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The course involves a nominal 2000 hours of study; to be allotted across each of the six areas of study 
as follows: 
 
Industry Learning:  800 hours (ie. 20 weeks) 
Personal Development:  150 hours  
Employability Skills:  250 hours  
Literacy:   250 hours  
Numeracy:   250 hours 
ICT Literacy:   250 hours 
 
Industry Learning – 800 hours 
Industry Learning is a structured work placement, part time apprenticeship, traineeship or part time 
job. 
 
The aims of Industry Learning are to:  
 

 Develop learners’ understanding of workplace values and practices to facilitate school to 
work transition  

 Develop learners’ industry specific knowledge and skills in context  
 Provide opportunities for learners to apply knowledge and skills that they have learned (eg 

adaptability, teamwork, reliability, time management) in the workplace; and investigate 
career possibilities 

 
Personal Development – 150 hours 
Personal Development is participation in a community based project, voluntary work or negotiated 
structured activities such as taking care of a family member or supporting a refugee family. 
 
The aims of Personal Development are to develop in learners: 
 

 Leadership skills 
 Self confidence through undertaking new challenges 
 Teamwork skills  
 Sense of social awareness 

 
 
Literacy – 250 hours 
Literacy is the everyday adult reading, writing and speaking skills that allow learners to participate 
productively and adaptively in their life beyond school education. Literacy can include relevant 
subjects from state and territory senior secondary certificates.  
 
The aims of Literacy are to develop learners’ reading, writing and speaking skills and understanding in 
a range of contexts including:  
 

 Workplace settings 
 Education and training contexts 
 Civic life 
 Personal and social life  

 
 
Numeracy and ICT Literacy – 500 hours 
Numeracy is the everyday adult number, measurement, space chance and data knowledge and skills 
that allow learners to participate productively and adaptively in their life beyond school education.    
 
‘ICT Literacy’ is the everyday adult use of computers and the internet to access, manage, integrate and 
evaluate information, develop new understandings, and communicate with others in order to 
participate effectively in society. 
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Numeracy and ICT Literacy can include relevant subjects from state and territory senior secondary 
certificates or other accredited studies such as from the Certificate of General Education for Adults. 
 
The aims of Numeracy and ICT Literacy are to develop learners’ numeracy and ICT skills and 
understanding in a range of contexts including:  
 

 Workplace settings 
 Education and training contexts 
 Civic life 
 Personal and social life  

 
Employability Skills – 250 hours 
Employability Skills are industry specific and general work related skills developed through the 
completion of units selected from registered national or State / Territory Vocational Education and 
Training packages.   
 
The aims of Employability Skills are to develop learners’ skills and understanding in: 
 

 Communication  
 Teamwork  
 Problem solving  
 Enterprise and initiative  
 Planning and organising  
 Self management  
 Learning 
 Technology 

 
What value is the National Diploma Standard Level? 
 
The National Diploma, Standard Level, informs people, including employers and educational 
institutions, that a student:  
 

 Has everyday adult reading, writing and speaking skills  
 Has everyday adult mathematics skills  
 Can make everyday adult use of computers and the internet  
 Has completed a full program as part of senior secondary education and 
 Has undertaken workplace training  

 
To be eligible to receive the qualification Certificate II in Work Preparation it is necessary to 
successfully complete all core units (Select Portal>Teaching and Learning>Curriculum>Senior 
Years>2012 Curriculum), plus a selection of specific vocational units.  
 
These subjects are designed to be completed over a two year period  
 

Students need to have completed Year 10 or the equivalent to enrol in the National Diploma Standard 
Level. There are no other entry requirements.  
 
What do students receive if they successfully meet the standards? 
 
The front page of the National Diploma Award will show that a student has been awarded the National 
Diploma at Standard Level or the National Diploma at Advanced Level.  
 
The award will also include:  

 The student’s Academic qualification, the Certificate II in Work Preparation  and the standard 
at which the student achieved on each course 

 Information about the student’s Industry Training 
 Information about the student’s Personal Development activity 
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Advanced Level 
Course Overview 

To qualify for the National Diploma of Education, Advanced Level, a student must satisfactorily 
complete:  

 20 weeks of Industry Learning 

 150 hours of Personal Development activities including community service and completion 
of a project involving cultural awareness  

 Studies in a minimum of four academic subjects. Academic subjects must include English 
(compulsory) and three other subjects chosen from a minimum of two other domains of 
academic learning (see domains listed below) 

 
The course is designed to be studied over a two-year period. 
 
The structure of the National Diploma of Education Advanced Level provides a framework to 
accommodate a range of accredited state, national or internationally based courses or single subjects 
that may be taken by a student. The National Diploma of Education is awarded in addition to these 
qualifications.  The course differs from other vocationally based courses in that there is an expectation 
that students will progress to university. The course has been structured in a flexible fashion so that it 
can be adapted to local and regional requirements and opportunities.  
 
The opportunity to combine a selection of subjects with their areas of Industry interest under the 
National Diploma framework allows students to tailor and contextualise their academic studies 
through the experience of an extended vocational placement and the strong emphasis on personal 
development.  
 
Nominal study hours for each of the areas of study undertaken for the National Diploma, Advanced 
Level, are as follows: 

 Industry Learning;   800 hours (ie 20 weeks) 
 Personal Development;   150 hours 
 Academic Learning:   1000 hours 

o Languages Domain – English (compulsory); 
o Humanities, Social Sciences Domain 
o Mathematics, Science or Technology Domain  
o Creative Arts Domain 

 
 
Who should study the Advanced Level course? 
 
The concept of students learning in an integrated manner within a workplace, or in a less formal 
environment, allows students to benefit from interactions that might otherwise be beyond their 
capacity when acting alone. 
 
Students undertaking the National Diploma are able to benefit from the vocational and personal 
development aspects of the program while completing an academic qualification and retaining the 
option to proceed to university if they wish. 
 
To be eligible to enrol in the National Diploma, Advanced, students need to have completed Year 10 
or the equivalent. 
 
Advanced Level – Syllabus Outline 
 
Industry Learning 
 

“Industry Learning” in the National Diploma, Advanced Level, is a structured work placement, or 
part time job. Students are required to complete 20 weeks of Industry Learning. 
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The aims of Industry Learning are to: 
 Develop a student’s understanding of workplace values and practices to 

facilitate school to work transition 
 Develop a student’s industry specific knowledge and skills in context 
 Provide opportunities for students to apply knowledge and skills that they have learned 

(eg adaptability, teamwork, reliability, time management) in the workplace and investigate 
career possibilities  

 Develop students’ knowledge and understanding, skills, values and attitudes in relation to: 
o Business communication 
o Financial plans and budgets 
o Workplace safety 
o Customer service 
o Recruitment and selection 
o Innovation and change 

 
Compulsory Units 
 
Within industry learning the following requirements are compulsory: 

 Prepare for work in an Australian industry (Select Portal>Teaching and 
Learning>Curriculum>Senior Years>2012 Curriculum) 

 Demonstrate care and apply safe practices at work ((Select Portal>Teaching and 
Learning>Curriculum>Senior Years>2012 Curriculum) 

 
Choice of elective stream units 
 
Students may be able to specialise in a particular area of industry interest:  

 
1. Units can be chosen from one of the following elective streams. Elective streams available include 

but are not limited to: 
Pastoral      Sports 
Ecotourism      Business 
Land management and conservation  Hospitality 
Mining      Beauty 
Community development    Retail services 

 
2. Units selected will be drawn mainly from qualifications packaged at VET Certificate II or 

Certificate III level. 
 

3. Units selected from one Training Package must not duplicate units selected from another Training 
Package. 

 
Suitable units of competency for vocational elective areas are listed in (Select Portal>Teaching and 
Learning>Curriculum>Senior Years>2012 Curriculum). These units are given as a guide only and no 
implication that these particular units are mandated is intended. 
 
Personal Development 
 
Students are required to complete 150 hours of Personal Development activities and to provide 
evidence of this through a written reflection or report on a selected project.  
 
“Personal Development” involves participation in community based projects, voluntary work or 
negotiated structured activities such as taking care of a family member or supporting a refugee family. 
 
The aims of Personal Development are to develop in students: 

 Self confidence through undertaking new challenges  
 Leadership 
 Teamwork skills  
 A sense of social /cultural awareness 
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Academic Learning 
 
To be eligible to receive the National Diploma, Advanced Level qualification, students must 
successfully complete study of subjects from a state, national or internationally approved qualification. 
Students must study English, and three other subjects from a minimum of two of the following 
academic domains: 

o Languages Domain  
o Humanities, Social Sciences Domain 
o Mathematics, Science and Technology Domain  
o Creative Arts Domain 

Note 
Tertiary admission for Advanced Level students is also determined by the ATAR achieved from the 
selection of academic subjects studied within the context of a particular senior secondary qualification. 
Students at Wesley College will fulfil the requirements for Academic Learning through the VCE and 
VET subjects available for study in 2012 (see list on page 24) 
 
Languages 
 
The study of English is compulsory in the National Diploma, Advanced Level, and may be fulfilled 
through the study of VCE English subjects such as English or ESL or Literature.    
 
English includes the study of literary texts and the development of reading, writing and thinking skills.  
 
Other languages eligible for study at the Glen Waverley campus under Academic Learning are VCE 
Chinese; VCE French; VCE German, VCE Japanese. 
 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
 
Humanities, Social Sciences includes the study of relevant subjects drawn from state, national or 
international Senior Secondary Certificates.      
 
The Humanities and Social Sciences courses aim to develop students’ abilities to: 

 Research an issue 
 Think critically, analyse and interpret information  
 Present an argument 
 Work with a constructive openness and flexibility of mind 

 
Students at the Glen Waverley campus may choose any of VCE Business Management, VCE 
Economics, VCE Geography, VCE History, VCE Psychology and VCE Legal Studies  
 
Mathematics, Science and Technology 
 
Mathematics, Science and Technology is the study of Mathematics, Science or Technology subjects 
drawn from state, national or international Senior Secondary Certificates.    
 
The aims of Mathematics, Science and Technology are to develop learners’ abilities to: 

 Apply knowledge and skills for various purposes in real life contexts 
 Plan, design and budget for a project 
 Apply problem solving strategies 

 
Students at the Glen Waverley campus may choose from any of the VCE Mathematics, VCE Science 
and VCE Technology subjects available for study in 2012 
 
Creative Arts 
 
The Arts is the study of selected art forms and media. 
 
The aims of the Creative Arts are to develop learners’ abilities to: 
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 Explore ideas, imagery, characteristics and various working methods associated with that 
media 

 Create visual solutions 
 Investigate, interpret and analyse artworks 
 Understand the social dimensions of art 

 
Students at the Glen Waverley campus may choose from any of the VCE Arts and Media subjects 
available for study in 2012 
 
Advanced Level – Assessment Outline 
 
Industry Learning 
 
Assessment strategies are to be consistent with the conditions and methods of assessment specified in 
the Evidence Guide of each unit of competency. 
 
The following assessment strategies are recommended for this course: 

 Observation of the candidate demonstrating practical skills in a workplace or simulated 
workplace situation 

 Submission of authenticated third party reports from a supervisor and/or feedback from clients 
 Oral/written answers to questions about specific skills and knowledge 
 Preparation of written reports 

 
Personal Development 
 
It is expected that students will be involved in 150 hours of Personal Development activity. 
Evidence will be provided through a reflection or report on a project that involves the development of 
cultural awareness or social observations. It is expected that completion of the project and the 
corresponding reflection or report will take up to a maximum of 40 hours. 
 
Students may present their reflection or report in any of the following formats: 

 Reflective work journals, diaries or logbooks 
 Oral presentations, research assignments, job application letters, videos, photographic 
 Records, power point presentations, radio broadcasts and websites 
 Written reports on industry visits or work placements 
 Mock interviews/simulation exercises 
 Examinations and written tests 

 
Assessments may be made by teachers, supervisors, learners or peers (verified by teacher/ 
supervisor). 
 
Academic Learning 
 
Academic assessment will be undertaken in accordance with the specifications of the awarding 
authority. 
 
What value is the National Diploma, Advanced Level? 
 
The National Diploma, Advanced Level informs employers and educational institutions that a student 
has completed a senior secondary qualification within the context of an extended work placement and 
has participated in a community based project or an agreed structured activity.  
 
What do students receive if they successfully meet the standards? 
The National Diploma Advanced Award will show that a student has been awarded the National 
Diploma of Education: Advanced Level. 
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The award will also include: 
 The student’s academic qualifications in an approved course 
 The standard at which the student achieved each subject 
 The overall standard achieved across all academic subjects 
 A descriptive statement about the student’s achievement in Industry Learning 
 Information about the student’s Personal Development activity 

 
For example, Personal Development information could describe a student’s work as a volunteer in a 
not-for-profit organisation. The practical aspects of this activity would be supported by a written 
exercise, initially involving background research into the organisation and its work, followed by 
personal reflections when the activity is completed. 
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Subjects available for study on the National Diploma of Education in 2012 
 

Languages 
Humanities; Social 
Sciences 

Mathematics; Science; 
Technology 

Creative Arts 

English or  
English as a Second 
Language (ESL) 

Accounting Biology Art 

Chinese 1st Language Business Management Chemistry Music Performance 

Chinese 2nd Language Economics 
Health & Human 
Development 

Studio Arts 

French Geography Information Technology Theatre Studies 

German  History: C20th IT Applications 
Visual 
Communication & 
Design 

Japanese History: Revolutions 
General Mathematics 
(Specialist) 

 

Literature Legal Studies 
General Mathematics 
(Further) 

 

 Physical Education 
Mathematical Methods 
(CAS) 

 

 Religion and Society Physics  

  Psychology  
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Sample of student profiles 

The student profiles that follow, in all likelihood, will not match you exactly; however, they may help 
you to get a preliminary feel for your strengths and weaknesses, as well as where your preferences 
lie. Students who are capable, highly motivated and work hard will be successful at whatever course 
they choose. Gather as much information as you can so that you make the best decision; an informed 
decision. 

Stephanie decided to study the DP. She was a capable student in all of her Year 10 
subjects and hoped eventually to attend university in Victoria or perhaps overseas. 
Stephanie was quite good at working under the pressure of examinations and wanted to 
keep her options open by studying a broad curriculum. 

 

Will elected to study the VCE. He had a passion for literature and wanted to discontinue 
the study of mathematics (a requirement of the DP). In studying the VCE, there are no 
restrictions on his subject selections apart from the requirement to study English or ESL 
or Literature. 

 

Anna always hoped to pursue a career in the hospitality industry or proceed to university. 
She was, therefore, extremely interested in gaining VET experience as part of her VCE 
course. She enjoyed all aspects of food preparation and also had a desire to run her own 
business. She chose to include Hospitality in her choice of subjects, which required Anna 
to attend Swinburne TAFE to complete part of her course. At the end of Year 12 Anna 
received the VCE and also a Certificate II in Hospitality at the end of Year 11. 

 

Luke wants to deepen his knowledge and understanding of Eco-Tourism both as a 
vocation and as an academic discipline. He hopes to further his studies and training in 
Eco-Tourism at University or TAFE or in the world of work on leaving school. The 
National Diploma of Education, his choice for Years 11 and 12 will allow him to study 
relevant academic subjects within a context of extensive first hand experience of working 
and learning within the Eco-Tourism industry. The Personal Development strand of 
National Diploma will also bring him in close working contact and collaboration with 
community. 
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DP Planner 
 
All students will study six subjects.  
Students must select a subject from Groups 1–5. For their sixth subject they may select any Group 6 
subject, or another subject from Groups 1 – 4.  
 

GROUP SUBJECTS CHOICE 

1 
Language A Literature 
Chinese, English 
Student’s mother tongue or best language 

 

2 

Language B and ab initio 
English  
French 
German 
Japanese 
Mandarin 
Spanish ab initio (SL) 
 

 

3 

Individuals and Societies 
Business and Management 
Economics 
Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)* 
Geography 
History 
Psychology 
 

 

4 

Experimental Sciences 
Biology 
Chemistry 
Environmental Systems and Societies (SL)* 
Physics 
 

 

5 

Mathematics  
Mathematics (HL) 
Mathematics (SL) 
Mathematical Studies (SL) 
 

 

6 

The Arts 
Music 
Theatre 
Visual Arts 
or 
another subject from Groups 1 to 4 
 

 

*Environmental Systems and Societies (SL) is a transdisciplinary study and may be studied either as a 
group 3 or group 4 subject. 

NB: Subjects will be offered strictly according to demand; a minimum number of students will be 
required in each subject. 
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National Diploma of Education Planner  

 
All students whether studying at the Standard Level or Advanced Level will study six components 
from across 3 strands, Industry Learning; Personal Development; Academic Learning: 
Industry Learning  

 Standard Level students will be exposed to a range of industries in Year 11 to enable them to 
make an informed choice in regard to their industry of specialist interest in Year 12 

 Advanced Level students will choose one area of industry interest for study at either VET 
Certificate II or Certificate III level in Years 11 and 12 

 
Personal Development 

 Standard Level students will study all the units assigned under Personal Development as part 
of their Academic Learning 

 All students engage in a range of service learning events and projects to be agreed with the 
teacher 

 
Academic Learning 

 Standard Level students will study all core units of the Certificate II in Work Preparation 
 Advanced Level students study VCE English (or ESL or Literature) and three other VCE 

subjects to be selected from a minimum of 2 academic domains (English & Languages; 
Humanities and Social Sciences; Mathematics, Science and Technology; The Creative Arts). 
Each VCE subject will be studied over a two-year period. 

 
The planner below relates to Academic Learning at the Advanced Level 
 
 

 English & Languages 
Humanities; 
Social Sciences 

Mathematics; 
Science; 
Technology 

Creative Arts 

Compulsory English None None None 

Elective 
Study 

    

 

NB: Subjects will be offered strictly according to demand; a minimum number of students will be 
required in each subject. 
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Key Contacts at Glen Waverley Campus 

 
Enrolment enquires should be directed to: 
 
Admissions Manager, Carolyn Roney 
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6617 or email: carolyn.roney@wesleycollege.net 
 

 
All course details are located at: 
 
www.wesleycollege.net  
Select Portal> Teaching and Learning > Curriculum > Senior Years > 2012 Curriculum 
 
 
Questions relating to pastoral care or program management should be directed to:  
 
Head of Senior School, Simon Shepherd  
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6661 or email simon.shepherd@wesleycollege.net 
 
 
Questions relating to curriculum should be directed to:  
 
VCE/VET Coordinator, Ann Kimberley  
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6596 or email ann.kimberley@wesleycollege.net 
 
IB Diploma Programme Coordinator, Liz Cameron  
Tel: + 61 3 8102 6583 or email liz.cameron@wesleycollege.net 
 
Year 10 Curriculum Coordinator, John Reade 
Tel + 61 3 8102 6683 or email john.reade@wesleycollege.net 
 
National Diploma of Education, Isaac Quist 
Tel + 61 3 8102 6202 or email isaac.quist@wesleycollege.net 
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